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Samuel J. Martin : Southern Hero: Matthew Calbraith Butler: Confederate General, Hampton Red Shirt, and 
U.S. Senator  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Southern 
Hero: Matthew Calbraith Butler: Confederate General, Hampton Red Shirt, and U.S. Senator: 

4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Excellent biographyBy FoxfireFiretrailThis wonderfully researched 
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biography of a little-known Confederate general is an excellent tool for anyone interested in South Carolina history 
before, during and after the War Between the States.I found the section on the Carolina Campaign especially 
interesting because that is where my novel, "Firetrail," is set, and the protagonist is an officer in Butler's cavalry. This 
readable book brought out many details of the man's life and Confederate service that I did not find elsewhere.

As a member of a distinguished South Carolina family, Matthew Calbraith Butler led a most interesting life. His 
cavalry service during the Civil War saw him rise from regimental captain to major general in command of a division. 
He began the war with Jeb Stuart and participated in all of his early campaigns. Butler was wounded in the battle at 
Brandy Station and lost his foot as a result, but he returned to duty and the battles outside of Richmond in 1864, then 
hurried South to resist Sherman's advance into South Carolina. Unlike many other Confederate generals, Butler 
remained influential after the War. He served in the U.S. Senate for eighteen years, oversaw the end of Reconstruction 
in South Carolina, and was a major general during the Spanish-American War.
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