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Russell Sydnor Crenshaw Jr. : South Pacific Destroyer: The Battle for the Solomons from Savo Island to Vella
Gulf before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised South Pacific
Destroyer: The Battle for the Solomons from Savo Island to Vella Gulf:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. | was especially happy to see that Crenshaw had taken the time to
...By Ronald E. Finetl was close to rating this book afive star but settled for four because It was alittle jumpy, dealing


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1591141435

with extreme technical detail in some places and then skipping large areas at other times. Being an old white hat
myself, | was especially happy to see that Crenshaw had taken the time to learn and understand the technical details of
his ship's equipment. Thisis agood read for the person who wants the facts and details, and not so much for the person
wanting to just be entertained. | for one liked it very much.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Enjoyed
reading this account of the destroyer and the naval ...By Ice Pick MikeEnjoyed reading this account of the destroyer
and the naval officer that wrote the book. Nuts and bolts story with the authors personal remembrance of early Second
World War actions in the Pacific. He must have kept his own personal log astime went asit is detailed and technical
with regards to tactics, the ships and weapon systems of the time. The end of the book has a short after action report on
the Japanese and American torpedoes which isinteresting if you have read any accounts of the devastating effect and
extreme range of the Japanese torpedoes and the terrible torpedoes issued to the US naval forces. Gives one an insight
to the folks that fought the war in the Pacific and how intense the fighting really was and the tremendous loss of life on
all sides fighting. The depiction of the battlesis on the dry side but it isn't amovie, just aguy telling what he saw and
his involvement.O of 0 people found the following review helpful. No way to go through life.By awayaThis was
certinly agood book and his description of the islands was accurate. | was not in the Navy. | flew the islandsin the
USAF for almost 5 years starting in 1960. | just cant imagine how the guys could livedown there. Where the book
makes mention of rain coming in was absolutely true. Some nights we would get 7" of rain. We were not permitted to
pick up any weapons or for that matter anything war related. It was still everywhere. We walked into alarge cave
where the natives that were with us would not go in. We found an entire kitchen area with mess kits with forks still on
the trays. Thiswas in 1962 and most of the Army had left the areain 1944. Incredable to see this.We flew from many
of the small island landing strips that were 100 to 125 foot wide and about 2 thousand feet long made by the Army
engineers. In fact we used the same wells they had drilled. Just aterrible hardship for those guys. For something to do
at night we used to tune our Collinsradio to afrequency in Viet Nam and listen to what is happening just 12 hours
North. if you experenced any of the conflict inSouth East asia this book is for you.The author did a great job of making
you a part of the story.

Today only aselect few know firsthand what it isliketo feel their ship shudder from the blast of their own guns, watch
enemy guns flash back, and see friendly ships erupt in flames. Russell Crenshaw is one of those few. His riveting
account of the savage night battle for the Solomon Islandsin early 1943 offers readers a unique insider’ s perspective
from the decks of one of the destroyers that bore the brunt of the struggle. Russell Crenshaw was a gunnery officer on
the USS Maury. Hisvivid, balanced, and detailed narrative includes the Battle of Tassafaroungain November 1942
and VellaGulf in August 1943, actions that earned his warship a Presidential Unit Citation and sixteen battle stars.
Crenshaw also discusses the impact of radar and voice radio, the shortcomings of U.S. torpedoes and gunfire, and the
devastating effectiveness of Japan’s super torpedo.

About the AuthorCaptain Russell Syndor Crenshaw Jr., USN (Ret.), is the author of Naval Shiphandling and livesin
Drayden, MD.



