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Karen Stokes : South Carolina Civilians in Sherman's Path: Stories of Courage Amid Civil War Destruction 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised South Carolina 
Civilians in Sherman's Path: Stories of Courage Amid Civil War Destruction: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. War crimesBy G. LongThis book made me angry and sad. It is 
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amazing to read the first hand accounts of the atrocities committed and the impact on the citizens accosted by 
Sherman's army. If you don't want to believe the Union forces acted in such a way, then you have but to read these and 
you will be amazed that the South has been able to stay in the Union or indeed wonder if it should have.6 of 7 people 
found the following review helpful. Taking History to a Personal LevelBy Dan S.In "South Carolina Civilians in 
Sherman's Path", Karen Stokes weaves stories of courage and survival among vast tales of violence and destruction. 
Sorting and organizing through various memoirs, letters and other recorded eyewitness testimonials, Ms. Stokes, 
presents an informative and riveting narrative transporting the reader back in time and placing them on the ground 
with those Carolina civilians in Sherman's path. Ms. Stokes' accounting of these events takes history to a very personal 
level. Her book serves as a reminder for current day Americans to ensure tempering the handling of conflict with 
humanity and mercy.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. good historical accountBy Jim mAs a civil war 
fan I enjoyed these researched accounts of South Carolina at the end of the war. My family lived there then and lost 
much during and after this time.

During the fateful winter and spring of 1865, thousands of civilians in South Carolina, young and old, black and white, 
felt the impact of what General William T. Sherman called "the hard hand of war." This book tells their stories, many 
of which were corroborated by the testimony of Sherman's own soldiers and officers, and other eyewitnesses. These 
historical narratives are taken from letters and diaries of the time, as well as newspaper accounts and memoirs. The 
author has drawn on the superb resources of the South Carolina Historical Society's collection of manuscripts and 
publications to present these true, compelling stories of South Carolinians.

"Gen. William T. Sherman's destructive march through Georgia and South Carolina has been well documented. But 
often it gets told through the eyes of the military men. In Karen Stokes' new book, it gets told through the eyes of those 
who witnessed the Army's wrath." --Justin Paprocki, Island PacketAbout the AuthorKaren Stokes is an archivist with 
the South Carolina Historical Society in Charleston, South Carolina, and has published articles on South Carolina 
history in numerous newspapers and journals. She is the co-editor of Faith, Valor, and Devotion: The Civil War 
Letters of William Porcher DuBose and is currently editing another collection of South Carolina wartime letters for 
publication in 2013. 


