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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great eyewitness accounts of life in colonial America based upon
...By PryorUnique book about German immigrants in colonial American in the 1700's. Uses primary sources of diary
entries from 2 young German immigrants. Great eyewitness accounts of life in colonial America based upon diary
entries. Some of my ancestors immigrated to colonial Americafrom Germany so | found it especially fascinating to
read.O of 1 people found the following review helpful. Souls for SaleBy BuntyAs a direct descendant of Captain John
Osmon | had a special interest in this book. The number of German immigrants that were transported to this country
surprised me.Their bravery and subsequent successes are amazing. What would the USA be like if that influx of talent
and courage had not arrived on our shores?The book is a combinations of personal memoirs of two such immigrants,
but must be similar to the experience of thousands of others. It's eye opening.

In 1773, John Frederick Whitehead and Johann Carl Bttner, two adolescent Germans, were placed on board the same
ship headed to colonial America. With few options in Germany, each had been recruited by the labor contractors
known popularly as soulsellersmen who traded in human cargo. On arrival in Americathey were sold to different
masters, and, years later, each wrote amemoir of his experiences. These two autobiographies are valuable historical
records of immigrant attitudes, perceptions, and goals. Despite their shared voyage to America and similar condition
as servants, their backgrounds and personalities differed. Their divergent interpretations of their experiences provide
rich firsthand insights into the transatlantic migration process, work and opportunity in colonial America, and the fates
of former bound servants.Souls for Sale presents these parallel accountsWhitehead's published for the first timeto
illustrate the condition of German redemptioners and to examine the religious, economic, familial, and literary
contexts that shaped their memoirs. The editors provide helpful introductions to the works as well as notes to guide the
reader.

This volume will not only serve scholars of early American history and culture as key source material in the
interpretation of the immigrant experience, but it should become assigned reading for American history or literature
courses from the survey course up.Patrick M. Erben, Eighteenth-Century IntelligencerAbout the AuthorSusan E.

Klepp is Professor of History at Temple University and Affiliated Professor of Women's Studies and African
American Studies.Farley Grubb is Professor of Economics and History at the University of Delaware.Anne Pfael zer de
Ortiz is an independent researcher and freelance writer.



