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GeorgeF. Cram : Soldiering with Sherman: The Civil War Lettersof George F. Cram before purchasingitin
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Soldiering with Sherman: The Civil War
Letters of George F. Cram:

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Letters Home! By Anne BolinThis wonderful book is comprised of
all the letters home that George wrote to his mother. Thankfully he was a college student, doing what he felt was his
duty, and his mother wanted to know al of the details of life in camp. Consequently we are fortunate to have
information that covers all aspects of camp life. George gives his views on cleanliness, proper nutririon, drinking, the
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ability to serve the country better as men of good character, He sometimes felt what was the use, but al in al he
wanted to see the job finished. Upon returning home he his uncle started a map company which is still in existence
today.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Piercing objectivity, optimism, and adry sense of humorBy
Midwest Book ReviewSoldiering With Sherman: The Civil War Letters Of George F. Cram is a compilation of the
letters of Union Sergeant George F. Cram'’s letters that reveal an educated young man's experiences as part of
Sherman's army during the American Civil War. Advancing through the Confederacy with the 105th Illinois Infantry
Regiment, Cram engaged in anumber of key conflicts, including Sherman's famous "march to the sea". Cram wrote
candid, literate letters conveying insights into the social dimensions of the Civil War. His writings are characterized by
piercing objectivity, optimism, and a dry sense of humor. His vivid depictions of the campaigns in Alabama, Georgia,
and the Carolinas are a superb and substantial contribution to Civil War studies. Soldiering With Shermanisan
informative, engaging, and coretitle for any personal, academic, or community library Civil War studies collection.5
of 5 people found the following review helpful. Balancing the view from the trenches with historic contextBy Patricia
CallinsMs. Bohrnstedt's thoughtful and informative context for George Cram's lettersisinvaluable. The letters
themselves are a treasure-- first-hand accounts from the trenches of the Civil War. Reading the book by the fireplace is
like sitting with a Civil War maven, paging through scrapbooks with yellowed pages that come alive as she describes
what is behind the scenes. What makes this book a 5-star gem? The quality of research and the uniqueness of the
contribution to our understanding of our only violent, internal national conflict.

Rare among Civil War correspondence, the collection of Union Sergeant George F. Cram's | etters reveals an educated
young man's experiences as part of Sherman's army. Advancing through the Confederacy with the 105th Illinois
Infantry Regiment, Cram engaged in a number of key conflicts, such as Resaca, Peachtree Creek, Kennesaw, and
Sherman's "march to the sea." A highly literate college student who carried a copy of Shakespeare in his knapsack,
Cram wrote candid letters that convey insightsinto the social dimensions of Americas Civil War. With a piercing
objectivity, optimism, and a dry sense of humor, Cram conscientiously reported the details of camp life. Hisvivid
depictions of the campaigns throughout Alabama, Georgia, and the Carolinas contribute new insights into the battle
scenes and key Union leaders.Cram and several of his compatriots adhered to a principled code of personal conduct
(no smoking, swearing, drinking, or gambling), striving to maintain integrity and honor in the face of war's hardships
and temptations. Influenced by the abalitionist values of his community and college, Cram'’s observations on the
effects of slavery and on the poverty of many of the Southerners are especialy illuminating.Civil War scholars and
general readers alike will learn much from Cram's discoveries and observations—from his sympathy for poor whitesto
his grudging respect for the Confederates—that reveal the character of a young man maturing at war.

"An important read for anyone interested in the Civil War."—Journal of Illinois History"A rewarding and informative
book.... Bohrnstedt has done a good job of introducing Cram to us as a complete, well-rounded human being, so we
can more fully understand and appreciate his letters and hisinsight into his experience of war."—Civil War News'A
must-read."—Chicago Magazine



