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Sam Davis Elliott : Soldier of Tennessee  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Soldier of Tennessee: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. worth the readBy pj thompsonIt has taken way to long for book to 
come out on the last Commanding General of the Army of Tennessee. He was no Robert E. Leeor Joe Johnston but he 
proved himself at the Brigade and Division levels of command time after time. One could argue that had he and not 
Hood assumed command of the Aot in July 1864, that there is no doubt that the battles of Franklin and Nashville 
would not have worked out or even happened as they did.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Buy it.By 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0807123404


NateinTnAnother great book from Sam Elliott. Great job looking at the life of an often looked over Confederate 
General.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy happynperkyCHRISTMAS PRESENT

General Alexander P. Stewart (1821-1908) has garnered little attention from historians. In this biography, Sam Davis 
Elliott removes Stewart from the shadows of history by tracing the life of this influential general, providing the first in-
depth analysis of his critical role in the Civil War's western theater. A West Point graduate, Stewart served in the 
Army of Tennessee from its days as the Tennessee Provisional Army in 1861 to its final surrender in April 1865. He 
participated in nearly all the battles the army fought - including those at Belmont, Shiloh, Perryville, Murfreesboro, 
Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge, New Hope Church, and Spring Hill, and during the Atlanta campaign - rising from 
the rank of major to lieutenant general. Always a gallant fighter and a calm, confident leader, "Old Straight" - as he 
was soon known for his steadfastness in battle - took over General Leonidas Polk's command when Polk was killed 
near Marietta, Georgia, and eventually led the Army of Tennessee's battered remnant in its final stand against William 
Tecumseh Sherman at Bentonville. At the war's end, Stewart was the ranking Confederate officer from Tennessee, and 
at the time of his death in 1908 he was the ranking Confederate survivor. More than the story of one man, Soldier of 
Tennessee conveys the triumphs and failures of the Confederate effort in the West and a divided nation's efforts at 
reconciliation. As Elliott demonstrates, both the Volunteer State and the Army of Tennessee may have had more 
flamboyant soldiers fight under their banners, but none was more constant than "Old Straight."

From BooklistElliott chronicles a distinguished yet unsung military career, adding usefully to knowledge of the Civil 
War in the West. A graduate of West Point, Alexander P. Stewart (1821^-1908) spent most of his civilian career as a 
professional educator. In the war, he went with his native Tennessee and became one of the Confederacy's highest 
ranking officers, rising from major of artillery to lieutenant general as the last field commander of the Army of 
Tennessee. His career is scantily documented (e.g., no physical description of him survives), yet he appears to have 
been a sound tactician, taken good care of his men, and avoided the political backbiting that disfigured the careers of 
so many other western Confederates. After the war, he returned to teaching as a professor at Ole Miss. Resigning in 
1886, he later completed his public career by establishing the Chickamauga Battlefield Park for the National Park 
Service. A straightforward and useful biography of a straightforward and useful man. Roland Green "Elliott has given 
a fresh look at an often ignored but important figure. . . . His book will undoubtedly become the definitive work on 
Stewart."About the AuthorSam Davis Elliott is an attorney in Chattanooga, Tennessee, and the editor of Dr. Quintard, 
Chaplain C.S.A. and Second Bishop of Tennessee: The Memoir and Civil War Diary of Charles Todd Quintard. 


