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1 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy ccgreat book12 of 12 people found the following 
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review helpful. Brilliant, useful, and beutifully writtenBy Elaine H. KimUsing many vivid and unforgettable examples 
from all around us, Lisa Cacho demonstrates how certain people - undocumented immigrants, people suspected of 
being terrorists, poor racialized youth - are criminalized for their very status or state of being, viewed as a contagion, 
blamed for their vulnerability to exclusion and exploitation, without attention to their material histories, social 
relations, or structural conditions. She shows how racialization is relational, intersecting, and interdependent. Cacho's 
stories are haunting and galvanizing. Each reader, I think, will find something of great value in this book.4 of 4 people 
found the following review helpful. Great follow-up for The New Jim CrowBy AnnabelleThis book is absolutely 
brilliant and essential for anyone interested in social justice. I especially recommend it for those who have read The 
New Jim Crow and want to more deeply understand the socioeconomic roots of what Alexander calls the "racial caste 
system," which does not just affect black men but any person or category of persons deemed "criminal" or "other."

"An innovated, dense, and highly intellectual book best suited for graduate students, law students, scholars, and any 
layperson interested in race, law, philosophy, and politics."-CHOICE"Proves itself an eye-opening account of how and 
why the American polity is dependent upon the permanence of certain groups' criminalization, groups who are thus 
rendered functionally 'ineligible for personhood.'"-American Studies“…Cacho is basically right in her assessment of 
death and devaluation, especially under the slanted promises of liberal democracy and national consciousness…[A] 
profound way to think about freedom.”-, Women' Studies Quarterly "Even though this book is just being published, I 
have been telling people to find Lisa Marie Cacho’s work and read it for years. She has a rare ability to illuminate the 
collisions and erasures of identity, and she powerfully explains how their devastating consequences are the grounds for 
social order. This is a game-changing book, written in beautiful and lucid prose."-Rachel Buff,University of 
Wisconsin, Milwaukee“A powerful analysis of comparative racialization. As a text that painstakingly details the 
contemporary circumstances by which race attributes value to certain lives while denying it to others, Social Death 
will be one of those books that we come back to over and over again.”-Roderick A. Ferguson,author of The Reorder of 
Things: The University and Its Pedagogies of Minority DifferenceAbout the AuthorLisa Marie Cacho is Associate 
Professor of Latina/Latino Studies and Asian American Studies, with affiliations in Gender and Women’s Studies and 
English, at the University of Illinois, Urbana- Champaign. 


