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From National Geographic : Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum: An Autobiography before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Smithsonian National Air and
Space Museum: An Autobiography:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. If you cannot get to D.C., thiswill make up for it a bit...but make
you want to go even more! By Pvt. W. G. Kirby CustomerAvery nice picture book updating the growth of the National
Air and Space Museum. A great coffee table book, but you won't leave it there! 1t'll become part of your references
library if you are a historian or model builder. Beautifully done. You'll likeit if you like aviation! 0 of O people found
the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Renato cesar piresA grate museum and a very good book!1 of 1 people
found the following review helpful. Great book at a bargain priceBy paulbradGreat history of the Smithsonian Air and
Space Museum. | have visited the Museum twice and just love everything about this amazing museum. This book tells
the story of how the museum came to be - great photos that demand your attention, to study the detail. Informative text
brings the story to life.

Designed to convey the awe of avisitor first walking into the world's largest showplace of aviation history, this
Autobiography headlines the incredible collections, both on view and behind the scenes, of the Smithsonian National
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Air and Space Museum. The officia story and insiders' tales of the museum are shared by its curators, the people who
know it best. Spectacular photography and fascinating backstage glimpses show off the jaw-dropping collection,
including well-known and beloved artifacts like Lindbergh's Spirit of St. Louis and the Apollo 11 command module,
aswell asrare treasures not displayed to the public. For aircraft and spaceflight enthusiasts, for readers interested in
science and technology, and for all who admire the civil and military legacy of aviation, Smithsonian National Air and
Space Museum: An Autobiography will be awelcome adventure.

.com From Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum: An Autobiography Click on the images or captions below to
open larger versions. This photograph, perhaps the most famous in aviation history, was taken at about 10:35 on the
morning of December 17, 1903. It shows the world’ sfirst airplane taking off for the first time. Orville Wright is
piloting the machine, while Wilbur runs along beside. (Smithsonian Institute, p. 101) U.S. Air Mail pilot William C.
“Wild Bill” Hopson strikes a cocky pose before a flight from Omahato Chicago in 1921. Hopson earned a reputation
for disobeying Post Office flight regulations. (Smithsonian Institute, p. 117) The Aquabelles from the New Y ork
World's Fair of 1939 and Army Air Corps officers pose on the wing of Boeing’s experimental XB-15 bomber.
(Smithsonian Institute, p. 157) Robert Goddard shows off one of his A-series rockets in front of hisworkshop in
Roswell, New Mexico, in the mid-1930s. He gave the Smithsonian a rocket almost identical to thisone in 1935.
(Smithsonian Institute, p. 174) Three U.S. military rockets stand on display before the Smithsonian Institution’s Arts
and Industries Building, circa 1960. In those days, the area outside the museum building became known as Rocket
Row. (National Air and Space Museum, p. 198) The Rutan SpaceShipOne isin the museum’s collection. (Dane A.
Penland, p. 266) Not designed to be disassembled, the B-29 Enola Gay posed interesting problems during restoration,
which took mare than 300,000 man-hours. (National Air and Space Museum Collections Management, p. 362) Nearly
a decade after its opening, almost 200 aircraft can be viewed each day at the Boeing Hangar. (National Air and Space
Museum Collections Management, p. 368) From BooklistThe most popular museum in the U.S. has a pedigreein
flight extending back to the Civil War’s observation balloons, a history this volume celebrates. Written by staffers of
the National Air and Space Museum, it naturally covers bureaucratic evolution and the institution’ sinstallations for
collecting, storing, restoring, and displaying its artifacts. Saluting various museum personnel such as former curator
Paul Garber, who obtained such icons as the Spirit of St. Louis, and astronaut Michael Collins, who administered
construction of the present museum building in Washington, D.C., the writers also confront problems the institution
has experienced. Readers can return to the controversy the museum provoked by its 1995 display of the Enola Gay,
and to a contretemps that so outraged Orville Wright that he withheld the history-making 1903 airplane from the
museum (which did eventually acquireit). Informative as thiswork’ stext is, visuals are its preeminent value: with
about 700 color and black-and-white photographs, it will absorb aviation browsers and could well incite pilgrimages to
the museum. What more could a collection developer ask for? --Gilbert Taylor “Informative as thiswork's text is,
visuals are its preeminent value: with about 700 color and black-and-white photographs, it will absorb aviation
browsers and could well incite pilgrimages to the museum.” --Booklist“ The most popular museum in the U.S. hasa
pedigreein flight extending back to the Civil War’s observation balloons, a history this volume celebrates.” —Booklist



