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Smithsonian I nstitution : Smithsonian Civil War: Insidethe National Collection before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Smithsonian Civil War: Inside the National Collection:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Smithsonian Collection of American Civil War ArtifactsBy
Needlepoint DeevaA beautifully photographed record of the bloodiest war in American History. The Smithsonian
collection islarge and well catalogued in thisimpressive volume. A must have for any Civil War collector.0 of O
people found the following review helpful. Great book for Civil War buffs!By Atlanta ScottAttractive coffee table
book, full of interesting mementos from the Civil War, each with a detailed description of the item. | find this book
fascinating and very well done!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. ... agift to a Civil War hobbyist who
absolutely loved it. It was a unique way to present ...By SusanThiswas a gift to a Civil War hobbyist who absolutely
loved it. It was a unique way to present information and he was able to pick it up, read alittle, and put it down.

Smithsonian Civil War isalavishly illustrated coffee-table book featuring 150 entries in honor of the 150th


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1588343898

anniversary of the Civil War. From among tens of thousands of Civil War objects in the Smithsonian's collections,
curators handpicked 550 items and wrote a unique narrative that begins before the war through the Reconstruction
period. The perfect gift book for fathers and history lovers, Smithsonian Civil War combines one-of-a-kind, famous,
and previously unseen relics from the war in atruly unigue narrative.Smithsonian Civil War takes the reader inside the
great collection of Americana housed at twelve national museums and archives and brings historical gemsto light.
From the National Portrait Gallery come rare early photographs of Stonewall Jackson and Ulysses S. Grant; from the
National Museum of American History, secret messages that remained hidden inside Lincoln's gold watch for nearly
150 years; from the National Air and Space Museum, futuristic Civil War-era aircraft designs. Thousands of items
were evaluated before those of greatest value and significance were selected for inclusion here. Artfully arranged in
150 entries, they offer aunique, panoramic view of the Civil War.

From School Library JournalGr 9 Up—This attractive book uses artifacts and objects from the vast Smithsonian
collection as the foundation for its history of the Civil War. Its 150 entries focus on important aspects of the
antebellum and Civil War period, including slavery, sectionalism, the outbreak of war, battles and weapons, life on the
battlefield and home fronts, Lincoln's assassination, and the war's end. Entries, which are arranged in roughly
chronological order, each offer a single-page discussion of atopic and explanation of its significance. They are
illustrated by one or more period or full-color photo(s) of an artifact or object that symbolizes or reflects the topic,
ranging from Confederate money to the hoods used during the executions of the conspiratorsin Lincoln's

nation. While some of the artifacts and images have been used in other publications, many have not been
published before, and as a group, they provide a comprehensive overview of the Civil War and itsimpact. They also
show readers how physical objects can contribute to an understanding and appreciation of history. Thisis a beautiful
and well-written book, but it assumes some reader familiarity with the Civil War, and it doesn't provide enough
background information, in-depth coverage, or analysisto be very helpful to most teen researchers. It issimilar in
coverage and format to illustrated histories such as William J. Miller and Brian C. Pohanka's An Illustrated History of
the Civil War (Time-Life, 2000) and is better suited as a browsing item for Civil War buffs or an adult
audience—Mary Mueller, Rolla Public Schools, MO?(c) Copyright 2013. Library Journals LLC, awholly owned
subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.From Booklist* Starred * This large-format book
commemorates the 150th anniversary of the Civil War; the premise behind its publication is that “ never before have
Civil War treasures from throughout the Smithsonian been assembled and interpreted in one place asthey are here.”
The Smithsonian Institution, founded in 1846, currently comprises 19 museums and nine research centers, and from
their vast collections have been photographed—in exquisite clarity—the “most valuable, significant, and interesting”
Civil War—elated items, ranging from val uable documents to battle flags, surgical instruments used in the field,
uniforms and weapons, and an abundance of photographs, some iconic, othersrarely seen. The items are arranged into
groupings by specific topic, each of these groupings introduced by context-setting brief essays written by 49
contributing specialists. These chapter-topics include “ Prewar Portraits’ (of famous people before the war); “ Sold
Down the River” (internal slave trafficking); “Civil War Headgear”; “ L etters Home” ; “The Wartime Patent Office”
(the building housing it served as a barracks and, later, as a hospital during the war); and “ The Fate of Mary Lincoln.”
The very reasonable price for this gorgeous storehouse of information allows its purchase for al active American
history collections. --Brad Hooper KIRKUS REVIEWS, Starred For the 150th anniversary of the war, 150 lushly
illustrated thematic essays about both the objects the various Smithsonian sites hold and the people associated with
them.With the help of a cast of thousands, including Hyslop (Contest for California: From Spanish Colonization to the
American Conguest, 2012, etc.), Kagan—former publisher of Time-Life Books and editor of other Civil War titles
(Great Battles of the Civil War, 2002, etc.)—has assembled a striking collection of images with some equally clear
words to accompany them. The selections range from the expected to the surprising. Among the former are entries on
Ulysses S. Grant, Robert E. Lee, John Brown, Frederick Douglass, Clara Barton, George B. McClellan, J.E.B. Stuart
and William T. Sherman—and, of course, Abraham and Mary Lincoln. But surprises appear almost everywhere. The
pottery of slave David Drake, plaster casts of Lincoln’s hands and face (from 1860), messages scratched inside
Lincoln’s watch, the various uniforms worn throughout the conflict, various surgical devices, arecipe (sort of) for
hardtack, musical instruments, a lithograph of prisoners playing baseball, aviolin carried by a soldier, images of early
plans for winged aircraft, the chairs and tables used at Appomattox, the coffee cup Lincoln drank from the night of his
nation, the hoods worn by those convicted of and hanged for Lincoln’s murder, stunning photos of Sojourner
Truth and Harriet Tubman—these are among the many delights that await readers. Most grim are the devices and
inventions whose functions were to maim and kill: firearms, mortars, the Bowie knife, the accouterments of slavery.
There are also plenty of images of the wounded, the dying and the dead. With each turn of the page, there are
countless grisly reminders of the things human beings are capable of doing to one another: ensdlavement, murder, riot,
combat, bombing, and on and on.Beauty dances with horror on virtually every page.BOOKLIST, Starred Thislarge-
format book commemorates the 150th anniversary of the Civil War; the premise behind its publication is that “ never
before have Civil War treasures from throughout the Smithsonian been assembled and interpreted in one place as they



are here.” The Smithsonian Institution, founded in 1846, currently comprises 19 museums and nine research centers,
and from their vast collections have been photographed—in exquisite clarity—the “maost valuable, significant, and
interesting” Civil War—related items, ranging from valuable documents to battle flags, surgical instruments used in the
field, uniforms and weapons, and an abundance of photographs, someiconic, others rarely seen. The items are
arranged into groupings by specific topic, each of these groupings introduced by context-setting brief essays written by
49 contributing specialists. These chapter-topics include “Prewar Portraits’ (of famous people before the war); “ Sold
Down the River” (internal dlave trafficking); “Civil War Headgear”; “ L etters Home”; “ The Wartime Patent Office’
(the building housing it served as a barracks and, later, as a hospital during the war); and “ The Fate of Mary Lincoln.”
The very reasonable price for this gorgeous storehouse of information alowsits purchase for al active American
history collections. — Brad HooperPUBLISHERS WEEKL Y History is sometimes best told through the artifacts it
leaves behind. Asfor the Civil War, the Smithsonian Institution’ s artifacts can communicate more than any textbook
ever could, from aviolin carried by a Union soldier to the canvas hoods forced on Lincoln’s assassination
conspirators. These and other haunted relics from the antebellum period through Reconstruction are found in
Smithsonian Civil War: Inside the National Collection (Smithsonian, $40). Museum curators each selected and wrote
about a specific object from the collections, generating atotal of 150 entries. Y ou might call a number of these objects
works of art, particularly the pottery of David Drake, the Edgefield, S.C., slave who inscribed witty couplets and short
poems onto his vessels, such as “ Anacther trick isworst than this/Dearest Miss, spare me akiss.” CHOICEThis
outstanding hardback pictorial history opens the Civil War collections of the Smithsonian and presentsthemin a
remarkably accessible, artistic, and informative fashion. The exceptional strength of this work is anchored on the
astonishing Civil War collection of artifacts that the Smithsonian has within its vaults and on display, and
subsequently reproduced in this volume. Though the emphasisis on the visual experience, the narrative overviews
and item descriptions provide exceptional background and historical context for each chapter and component on
display. While the book can be viewed as either areference volume or a coffee-table pictoria history, anyone with an
interest in the Civil War, from university professor to elementary school student, will be drawn in and able to utilize
this unique masterpiece for projects ranging from a school report to assembling a manuscript for publication; all
objects and images contain their respective Smithsonian catalog identification. Quite frankly, every home and every
library in the US should own a copy of this timeless masterpiece. Most highly recommended. Summing Up:
Essential. All levelg/libraries of all types. -- T. Maxwell-Long, California State University, San BernardinoFeatured
in the 2013 holiday gift book lists of USA Today, Associated Press, Seattle Times, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Los
Angeles Times, and Newsday.



