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Francis J West : Small unit action in Vietnam, summer 1966,  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Small unit action in Vietnam, summer 1966,: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Good snapshoots of Marine units operating in I Corps Vietnam 1966 
between Danang and Chu LaiBy Chuck Cameron. - Marine Mustang PACovers several units of First Marine Division 
and describes tactics, leadership and bravery displayed. Provides a very good picture of just how tough it was to be a 
Marine in Vietnam and the conditions they had to fight under. As a retired Marine officer (Mustang) who served in 
Vietnam among other places and had the privilege of serving both as an NCO/SNCO and officer I thought the book 
was well written and organized. I recommend it for all military and those interest in our military. As bad as it was then 
it became even worse to lead as our politics took over, restricted our movements and finally provided trash in our 
ranks resulting from the problems back home in 69 on.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Head OnBy 
SkyGunnerThis is the way quite a bit of action was fought. The author pulled no punches describing the action as 
when you first get hit, you try to determine the parameters of the ambush. Is it hasty ambush, which wouldn't have 
lasted long against a force the size of the marines. This battle kept expanding as each side kept trying to flank the 
other. That was the cause of so many Marine casualties at first as they had walked into a fully prepared ambush by 
NVA, who are well trained also. The weather kept the Marines from using their air assets so they had to develop the 
ambush blindly, which is deadly. Even in these conditions the Marines never panicked and their valor, with well 
trained leaderskept them in the fight and not ovverrun, until air could be brought in.1 of 1 people found the following 
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review helpful. Excellent stories of Maring combat !By Dave AvisThis author was there and saw what he wrote about! 
He has an excellent gift of description from the stinking sucking mud of a rice paddy to the sound of an AK47 bullet 
close at hand.I really liked this book because the Marines had real personalities and the combat was intense, the 
emotions strong, and the lighter moments were delightful.This book doesn't get bogged down in the overall strategies 
or the way the politicians threw it all away.He tells of the gust and glory of Marines fighting for the guy next to him 
against some tenacious VC .I highly recommend this book to everyone as an exciting narration of an important part of 
American history.

The origin of this publication lies in the continuing program at all levels of command to keep Marines informed of the 
ways of combat and civic action in Vietnam. Not limited in any way to set methods and means, this informational 
effort spreads across a wide variety of projects, all aimed at making the lessons learned in Vietnam available to the 
Marine who is fighting there and the Marine who is soon due to take his turn in combat. Recognizing a need to inform 
the men who are the key to the success of Marine Corps operations—the enlisted Marines and junior officers of 
combat and combat support units—the former Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3, Major General William R. Collins, 
originated a project to provide a timely series of short, factual narratives of small unit action, stories which would have 
lessons learned as an integral part. Essential to General Collins' concept was the fact that the stories would have to be 
both highly readable and historically accurate. The basic requirement called for an author trained in the methodology 
of research, with recent active duty experience at the small unit level in the FMF, and a proven ability to write in e 
style that would ensure wide readership. This publication, then, is based upon first-hand, eyewitness accounting of the 
events described. It is documented by notes and taped interviews taken in the field and includes lessons learned from 
the mouths of the Marines who are currently fighting in Vietnam. It is published for the information of those men who 
are serving and who will serve in Vietnam, as well as for the use of other interested Americans, so that they may better 
understand the demands of the Vietnam conflict on the individual Marine.


