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Edward Ball : Slavesin the Family before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time,
and all praised Slavesin the Family:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Absolutely agreat read. Love al the history told in itBy
CustomerAbsolutely a great read. Love all the history told init.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. In


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0374265828

depth storyBy BookaholicAmazing insight into slavery and the slave-ownersthat | have not learned before.2 of 2
people found the following review helpful. a courageous and engaging book. highly recommendedBy English teacherl
found this book fascinating and admirable. Mr. Ball's research isimpressive in its thoroughness and breadth. For
example, how did he discover that many "loyalist slaves" who fought with the British in the Revolution and ended up
in England had written memoirs of their lives? Ball givesthe full sweep of his own white family history, but can only
give partial histories of black families. When he only knows a fragment of someone's life, he gives that fragment,
without apology, as testimony to the large, tragic gapsin Black History. This book is courageous, honest and moving.
Highly recommended.

Former "Village Voice" columnist Edward Ball takes readers on an unprecedented journey into his family's slave-
owning past, telling the story of black and white families who lived side by side for five generations--and atale of
everyday Americans confronting their vexed inheritance together. Photos 7-city author tour. National publicity.

.com Writer Edward Ball opens Slaves in the Family with an anecdote: "My father had alittle joke that made light of
our legacy as afamily that had once owned slaves. ‘'There are five things we don't talk about in the Ball family,' he
would say. 'Religion, sex, death, money and the Negroes." Ball himself seemed happy enough to avoid these touchy
issues until an invitation to afamily reunion in South Carolina piqued hisinterest in his family's extensive plantation
and slave-holding past. He realized that he had avery clear idea of who his white ancestors were--their names, who
their children and children's children were, even portraits and photographs--but he had only a murky vision of the
black people who supported their livelihood and were such an intimate part of their daily lives; he knew neither their
names nor what happened to them and their descendents after they were freed following the Civil War. So he
embarked on ajourney to uncover the history of the Balls and the black families with whom their lives were
inextricably intertwined, as well as the |ess tangible resonance of slavery in both sets of families. From plantation
records, interviews with descendents of both the Balls and their slaves, and travels to Africa and the American South,
Ball has constructed a story of the riches and sgqualor, violence and insurrection--the pride and shame--that make up
the history and legacy of davery in America.From School Library JournalY A-A compelling saga, Ball's biographical
history of hisfamily stands as a microcosm of the evolution of American racial relations. Meticulously researched, and
aided by the fact that the South Carolina Ball families were compulsive record keepers, the story begins with the first
Ball to arrive in Charleston in 1698. The family eventually owned more than 20 rice plantations along the Cooper
River, businesses made profitable by the work of slaves. In the course of his research, the author learned that his
ancestors were not only slave owners, but also that there was a highly successful slave trader company in his
background. He was able to trace the offspring of slave women and Ball men (between 75,000 and 100,000 currently
living) and locate a number of his own African-American distant cousins. Although records indicate that the author's
forebearers were not by any means cruel or vicious owners, his remorse for these facets of hisfamily history isclear.
In the course of hisresearch, he visited Bunce Island, off the coast of Sierra Leone, to see the fortress from which his
ancestors loaded terrorized men, women, and children onto slave ships. Their story represents that of many African
Americans. This book helps readersto visualize, if not understand, the slave legacy still enmeshed in this country
today. Despiteits length, thisis an important, well-written slice of history that will be of interest to young adults.Carol
DeAngelo, Garcia Consulting Inc., EPA Headquarters, Washington, DCCopyright 1998 Reed Business Information,
Inc.From Library Journalln this National Book Award-winning saga, Ball traces his family back to their first arrival on
American shores and al so traces the lineage of the slaves his ancestors once owned. He follows their stories through
the decades as the families branched out. The Balls grew to be among the most prominent of South Carolina plantation
owners; the black people suffered both slavery and the wrenching disruption of emancipation. In between his
genealogical and historical explorations, the author interviews living descendants from both groups. Somehow he
avoids aliberal angst in favor of adirectly honest, matter-of-fact approach to both the subject and the people. The
living Ball descendants are generally cautious as they approach the subject; the black families show almost no
bitterness, and their stories are varied and intense. As areader, Ball is subdued and rarely shows emotion; the narrative
itself iswhat gives this presentation its punch. A mandatory acquisition for all audiobook collections.ADon Wismer,
Cary Memoria Lib., Wayne, MECopyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.



