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Susanna Haswell Rowson : Slaves in Algiers or A Struggle for Freedom  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Slaves in Algiers or A Struggle for Freedom: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Interesting period pieceBy Randee BatyThis early American play 
covers a situation that we don't learn much about in American history. American citizens have been kidnapped by 
Barbary Coast pirates which happened a number of times in the 1790's. It has a convoluted plot about a Jewish-turned-
Muslim villain, family members reunited after years of thinking each other was dead, characters in disguise and 
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thwarted love. As with most American literature at the time, in the end, the Americans win out and attempt to spread 
their virtues of freedom and morality to the cultures they interact with. Reading it now, the idea of American 
exceptionalism jumps out at us but these types of ideas were the norm. It has the racism of its time embedded in the 
story but again, reading it as a product of the time it was written is important. This play is an interesting way to get 
insight into American thoughts in the 1790's.

A small booklet with basic historical information etc.


