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Robert E. May : Slavery, Race, and Conquest in the Tropics: Lincoln, Douglas, and the Future of Latin
America before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Slavery,
Race, and Conguest in the Tropics: Lincoln, Douglas, and the Future of Latin America:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Excellent book for the true Civil War enthusiast.By James R,


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0521132525

GossertDr. May has covered part of Southern Civil War history that is seldom studied by Civil War enthusiasts. His
writing styleisfull of details to back histheories.5 of 12 people found the following review helpful. Mays opens the
door. FinalyBy Mark D Cordered. Finally it looks as if what Southern leaders boasted of out the $%" at the time, will
get some attention,. The killings, tortures, and killing sprees, financed by Jefferson Davis, using US Senator David
Atchison as hisleader of Texas men hired to invade Kansas, will get attention too. They killed, and bragged they
killed, not just to spread slavery against 95% votes of white men in Kansas, they also killed and tortured to stop people
there from speaking against slavery,.Men could be, and were, arrested and tortured, just for refusing to sign a card that
said they supported slavery. Not arrested and tortured by some nuts, but by law enforcement -- the Texas men hired by
Jefferson Davis, paid by Jefferson Davis, as secretary of war. See Atchison's speech bragging about it.Shame on every
"historian" who glossed over this, or never too the time to read Southern books, Southern speeches, Southern
documents bragging -- BRAGGING in the most extreme terms -- about doing this. It was no secret -- Charles Sumner
was beaten almost to death on floor of the US Senate for exposing David Rice Atchison by name.May is going to
concentrate on the foreign goals of the Confederate leaders. Not all their leaders, of course, but the ones that mattered.
Jefferson Davis, Robert Toombs, David Atchison -- and their paid helper, Stephen A Douglas, Douglas role in helping
the killing sprees in Kansas when he was Chairman of House and Senate Committee on Territories, is pathetically
overlooked. Maybe this book will expose those, without Douglas duplicity, Atchison never goes to Kansas, there are
no killing spreesthere, Taney is not forced to cover for Atchison with the Dred Scott Decision., Yes, Dred Scott
decision came as a cover for Atchison'skilling sprees, which started, funded by Davis, aided by Douglas, the year
before.150 years of BSis enough. It'stime. It's time we use facts -- not the BS repeated by McPherson, who essentially
mouths every twisted bit of deception uttered first by Jefferson Davis. Shame on every historian who just repeated BS.
Good luck Mays. Thisisjust the start.

Slavery, Race, and Conquest in the Tropics challenges the way historians interpret the causes of the American Civil
War. Using Abraham Lincoln and Stephen Douglas's famed rivalry as a prism, Robert E. May shows that when
Lincoln and fellow Republicans opposed slavery in the West, they did so partly from evidence that slaveholders, with
Douglas's assistance, planned to follow up successes in Kansas by bringing Cuba, Mexico, and Central Americainto
the Union as dave states. A skeptic about "Manifest Destiny," Lincoln opposed the war with Mexico, condemned
Americans invading Latin America, and warned that Douglas's "popular sovereignty" doctrine would unleash U.S.
slaveholders throughout Latin America. This book internationalizes America's showdown over slavery, shedding new
light on the Lincoln-Douglasrivary and Lincoln's Civil War scheme to resettle freed slaves in the tropics.

"It isatruism that the issue of Slavery's expansion triggered secession and the Civil War. But as Robert May showsin
this important study, it was the possible expansion of slavery southward more than the prospect of slavery in Kansas or
other Western territories that provoked passionate controversy. This welcome book gives due weight to pro-Cuban
annexationists and Central-American filibusters in the coming of war." James M. McPherson, Princeton University"As
viewed by most nineteenth-century Americans, slavery was a Southern ‘problem’; to Abraham Lincoln, it was an
American problem. Now Robert May has broken past traditional interpretations and literally expanded the borders of
the dlavery issue to reimagine it as hemispheric - much the way the proponents of slavery hoped, and its enemies
feared. Thisisastrong, astute, and original study - one everyone interested in the great debate of the Civil War era
should read." Harold Holzer, Chairman, Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Foundation™A thoroughly researched and
wonderfully fresh account of the politics of slavery expansion that carries the issue beyond the usual territorial
disputes to the entire western hemisphere. May enlarges the stage on which the famous Lincoln-Douglas debates were
conducted and indeed points awide-angle lens at the entire sectional crisis and Civil War. Focusing on Abraham
Lincoln and Stephen Douglas, May demonstrates how discussion of slavery's future in the Americas and various
colonization schemes were deeply interwoven in their political careers. A most valuable and original piece of work."
George C. Rable, University of Alabama'ln this engrossing book, Robert May offers a new perspective on the Lincoln-
Douglas story. Underscoring their sharply different approaches to American expansion toward Latin America and the
Caribbean, May makes a distinctive contribution to antebellum political history by adding a southern dimension to the
territorial issue. He argues compellingly that divergent views about Latin America and the Caribbean were critical in
the secession crisis. May also illuminates the intimate connection between Lincoln's wartime policy toward the region
and his views on race. No one interested in the breakup of the Union and the resulting war can afford to miss this
book." William Cooper, Louisiana State University"May has made a significant contribution to the study of slavery
and expansion in the Civil War era. Using the rivalry between Stephen A. Douglas and Abraham Lincoln as his
interpretive lens, May argues that the heated debates over the place of slavery in the future of the US during the 1850s
involved not only the North American West but the Latin American tropics as well ... Required reading for students of
dlavery, diplomacy and politics of the Civil War era. Summing up: essential. All academic collections." K. M. Gannon,
Choice"Unrealistic though these schemes may have been, May makes a strong case that the South's tropical fantasies
played an enormous and underappreciated role in causing the Civil War ... The unique contribution of thisvolumeisto



personalize the dispute over the extension of slavery in the persons of Lincoln and Douglas, placing their contrasting
views within the context of the entire Western Hemisphere." Timothy J. Henderson, Journal of the Early
Republic"Robert E. May iswell known for hiswork on the filibusters - nineteenth-century adventurers who invaded
Latin American countries to expand the empire of slavery. He now brings that expertise to bear on the sectional
divisions of the antebellum period. Faulting historians of the period for concentrating on western expansion as a cause
of the Civil War and largely ignoring tropical expansion, May brilliantly succeedsin filling that knowledge gap."
Nicole Etcheson, The Journal of American History"Thisis arefreshing and engaging work that challenges a
previoudly static area of historical inquiry to take on both new evidence and afuller contextual weighing of events
beyond the war's battle lines and the nation's borders. It gives us a Civil War that was both the product of international
affairs, and a shaping force on their subsequent course with no less moral gravity than the domestic struggle between
slavery and freedom, for just as much was at stake in terms of the intended reaches of southward American expansion
and influence." Phillip W. Magness, sin History"... makes a compelling case that the possibility of slavery in the
tropics profoundly shaped the origins of the Civil War ... May's argument, drawn from a deep well of primary sources,
isoriginal, persuasive, and important ... May's imaginative and skillful reinterpretation of the antebellum careers of
Douglas and Lincoln thus underscores the centrality of slavery's expansion to antebellum politics. His book deserves a
wide readership." Graham Peck, Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society"... changes the landscape both literally
and metaphorically - when assessing the fullest meaning of antebellum-era debates in the US about slavery's expansion
into the western territories, and accordingly it is an important work. By considering the territory upon which slavery
might expand from a hemispheric perspective, May has found the pivot point that repositions the slavery debate by
providing significant nuance to the political pronouncements made by proponents and opponents of slavery's
geographic expansion. May's thesisis an intriguing one, and it brings together many of the disparate strands of
antebellum-era diplomatic history into a compelling narrative united by the common theme of slavery and its potential
expansion ... provides a fresh perspective to the antebellum-era slavery debates on territorial expansion and it deserves
its rightful place as work that changes the map of slavery studies in the United States." Junius P. Rodriguez, Journal of
[llinois History"... aremarkable book that not only redresses the neglect of the rest of the Americasin the Civil War
years, but also situates the North American crisis over slavery symbiotically with plans for slave-imperiaism's
absorption of Latin Americaand the Caribbean.” Allen C. Guelzo, The American Historical "Offers original insights
on [Lincoln and Douglas] palitical rivalry and adds a fascinating new layer to the complex history of this tumultuous
era" Matthew Norman, The Civil War Monitor"... a creatively written and well-documented exploration of the critical
rivalry between Stephen A. Douglas and Lincoln ... May hasilluminated yet another fascinating dimension of
Americasimperia history, aswell asthe centrality of slavery in the nineteenth-century Atlantic world. Teachers and
students of this history should read this marvelous book ..." Edward Rugemer, Indiana Magazine of History'Robert
May offers athoughtful, informative, and provocative contribution to the field that will appeal to awide range of
historians. Well written and thoroughly grounded in the sources, the volume should cause book reviews 159 readers to
reexamine their views of slavery and expansion in the era - and likely of Lincoln and Douglas as well.' John M.
Belohlavek, The Journa of the Civil War EraAbout the AuthorRobert E. May is a Professor of History Emeritus at
Purdue University and author of works about American territorial expansion, the causes of the Civil War, and U.S.
foreign relations. His books include: "Slavery, Race, and Conquest in the Tropics'; "Manifest Destiny's Underworld:
Filibustering in Antebellum America’; "John A. Quitman: Old South Crusader”; "The Southern Dream of a Caribbean
Empire, 1854-1861"; and a coauthored book (with hiswife Jill P. May) about the famous American illustrator Howard
Pyle. He a so edited a pathbreaking work on Civil War diplomacy--"The Union, the Confederacy, and the Atlantic
Rim." "Slavery, Race, and Conqguest,” his most recent work, was afinalist selection for the 2014 Gilder Lehman
Lincoln Prize.



