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Patricia Bradley : Slavery, Propaganda, and the American Revolution  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Slavery, Propaganda, and the American Revolution: 

5 of 36 people found the following review helpful. Terrible.By Anon YmousAcademics generally make little money, 
so instead they live for their 15 minutes of fame. To obtain this, they try to stir up controversy about a chosen issue to 
gather attention to themselves, whether or not their claims are actually true. Such is the case with this book. With 
Slavery, Propaganda, and the American Revolution Ms. Bradley seeks to rewrite American history in a way that will 
draw more attention to herself. She does this by twisting the truth, taking quotes out of context, and sometimes 
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resorting to making up "facts" that suit her thesis. This is a typical "bash-the-founding-fathers-book" focusing much on 
Adams. She attempts to portray the founding fathers as insensitive scum that care nothing of poor, suffering slaves. 
She fails to take into account society's ideals of the time and what was considered normal. She fails to recognize the 
fact that had the founding fathers put full support into anything as radical (at the time) as freeing the slaves they would 
have lost all support from the colonists and the American Revolution would have lost its momentum.Stay away from 
this, it's not worth your time.And if you are forced to read it for class, beware that it's hard to sell this thing. Nobody 
wants it. I have been to several different bookstores that won't touch it.4 of 5 people found the following review 
helpful. very helpfulBy Niloc B.Patricia Bradley's ideas can help you lead a discussion, find helpful resources, and be 
a smart participant on this topic.12 of 15 people found the following review helpful. ProvocativeBy A. HarrisThought 
provoking and controversial to be sure. Nevertheless, a scholarly piece of work from a critcal historian who is not 
afraid to expose truth -- even if it is uncomfortable.

Under the leadership of Samuel Adams, patriot propagandists deliberately and conscientiously kept the issue of 
slavery off the agenda as goals for freedom were set for the American Revolution.By comparing coverage in the 
publications of the patriot press with those of the moderate colonial press, this book finds that the patriots avoided, 
misinterpreted, or distorted news reports on blacks and slaves, even in the face of a vigorous antislavery movement. 
The Boston Gazette, the most important newspaper of the Revolution, was chief among the periodicals that dodged or 
excluded abolition. The author of this study shows that The Gazette misled its readers about the notable Somerset 
decision that led to abolition in Great Britain. She notes also that The Gazette excluded anti-slavery essays, even from 
patriots who supported abolition. No petitions written by Boston slaves were published, nor were any writings by the 
black poet Phillis Wheatley. The Gazette also manipulated the racial identity of Crispus Attucks, the first casualty in 
the Revolution. When using the word slavery, The Gazette took care to focus it not upon abolition but upon Great 
Britain's enslavement of its American colonies.Since propaganda on behalf of the Revolution reached a high level of 
sophistication, and since Boston can be considered the foundry of Revolutionary propaganda, the author writes that the 
omission of abolition from its agenda cannot be considered as accidental but as intentional.By the time the Revolution 
began, white attitudes toward blacks were firmly fixed, and these persisted long after American independence had 
been achieved. In Boston, notions of virtue and vigilance were shown to be negatively embodied in black colonists. 
These devil's imps were long represented in blackface in Boston's annual Pope Day parade.Although the leaders of the 
Revolution did not articulate a national vision on abolition, the colonial anti-slavery movement was able to achieve a 
degree of success, but only in drives through the individual colonies.

From Library JournalBased on a thorough reading of 18th-century pamphlets and newspapers plus an impressive array 
of secondary works, this book offers an important new interpretation of American attitudes about slavery and blacks 
during the Revolutionary era. Bradley demonstrates that by the late 1760s Samuel Adams was the top agent directing 
the patriot press and that the press largely ignored the slavery issue. When black servants or slaves were mentioned at 
all, the patriot press usually portrayed them as deceitful, unreliable, or dangerous. There were many antislavery 
crusaders during the period, but their pamphlets and newspapers did not have the same circulation as the major patriot 
organs. Moreover, antislavery groups like the Quakers were suspected of being sympathetic to Britain, which 
weakened their influence on the broad American public. This original study is highly recommended for academic and 
large public libraries.?Thomas J. Schaeper, St. Bonaventure Univ., NYCopyright 1998 Reed Business Information, 
Inc.From the PublisherSchoolchildren must wonder, as they are taught the story of the American Revolution, why 
happened to the slaves I this saga of the coming of liberty. Reading Slavery, Propaganda, and the American 
Revolution may help their teachers explain it to them. --The Philadelphia Enquirer Anyone interested in U.S. History, 
race relations, or the press will want to read it for what Bradley ...reveals about the relationship among the three at a 
time before this country was a country. --Brill's Content Based on a thorough reading of 18th century pamphlets and 
newspapers plus an impressive array of secondary works, this book offers and important new interpretation of 
American attitudes about slavery and blacks during the Revolutionary era. ... this original study is highly 
recommended. --Library JournalFrom the Inside FlapA study of how blacks were excluded from the Revolutionary 
patriots' goals for American liberation 


