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Katherine Howlett Hayes: Slavery before Race: Europeans, Africans, and Indiansat Long Island's Sylvester
Manor Plantation, 1651-1884 (Early American Places) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Slavery before Race: Europeans, Africans, and Indians at Long Island's
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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Keith Brooksas described on line0 of 0 people found
the following review helpful. ExcellentBy Stanley RansomV ery detailed. Excellent book4 of 5 people found the
following review helpful. Very interesting.By Jeannette bookloverHistorical book is quite interesting. Rarely taught in
schools. Would like to read more books on the subject. Sad topic but interesting.

The study of slavery in the Americas generally assumes abasic racia hierarchy: Africans or those of African descent
are usually the slaves, and white people usualy the slaveholders. In this unique interdisciplinary work of historical
archaeology, anthropologist Katherine Hayes draws on years of fieldwork on Shelter Island’ s Sylvester Manor to
demonstrate how racial identity was constructed and lived before plantation slavery was racialized by the legal
codification of races.

"Thisis one of the few studies on slavery in northern plantations and specifically plantations of the early New Y ork,
primarily before slavery was made into law . . . the author uses historical sources aswell as material analysisto push
beyond the argument of racial hierarchy on plantations. Instead, she explores the interplay of relationships, palitics,
social interactions, and identity that demonstrate more give and take and fluidity between the laborers, enslaves or
otherwise, Indian and African, and their white owners, who were of Dutch heritage, as well as the members of the
community of Shelter Iland.”



