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1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. How could someone make such interesting history so dull? 
Apparently this author has that technique perfectedBy J BylerThis book has literally put me to sleep three times, and it 
is only only 134 pp., and I'm not even finished with it yet. How could someone make such interesting history so dull? 
Apparently this author has that technique perfected. I guess I should have waited for the movie.3 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. impressive scholarshipBy Princeton SantaThis is an impressive piece of historical 
scholarship on the complex attitude of Quakers with respect to abolitionist movements from the 1830s to the 1860s. 
Ryan Jordan has found exciting new primary documents and has integrated them into a well-written narrative.

Ryan P. Jordan explores the limits of religious dissent in antebellum America, and reminds us of the difficulties facing 
reformers who tried peacefully to end slavery. In the years before the Civil War, the Society of Friends opposed the 
abolitionist campaign for an immediate end to slavery and considered abolitionists within the church as heterodox 
radicals seeking to destroy civil and religious liberty. In response, many Quaker abolitionists began to build 
"comeouter" institutions where social and legal inequalities could be freely discussed, and where church members 
could fuse religious worship with social activism. The conflict between the Quakers and the Abolitionists highlights 
the dilemma of liberal religion within a slaveholding republic.

. . . insightful . . . . essential reading for students of the antislavery movement, the Society of Friends, and American 
religion.Vol. 29.1 Fall 2009 (Cassandra Pybus University of Sydney) Impressive. As someone who has worked with 
most of the materials Jordan has used, I am struck by his thorough, thoughtful, and incisive use of them. The prose is 
smooth, even, and readable. I do not agree with all of his conclusions, but he argues his case well and raises questions 
about Quakers and anti?slavery that are a major contribution to American religious and reform history. (Thomas A. 
Hamm Earlham College)From the Publisher"Impressive. As someone who has worked with most of the materials 
Jordan has used, I am struck by his thorough, thoughtful, and incisive use of them. The prose is smooth, even, and 
readable. I do not agree with all of his conclusions, but he argues his case well and raises questions about Quakers and 
anti-slavery that are a major contribution to American religious and reform history." -Thomas A. Hamm, Earlham 
College 


