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Harlan Greene, Harry S. Hutchins Jr., Brian E. Hutchins : Slave Badges and the Slave-Hire System in 
Charleston, South Carolina: 1783-1865  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Slave Badges and the Slave-Hire System in Charleston, South Carolina: 1783-1865: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. In depth study of Slave BadgesBy Rough CustomerThis book delves 
into the true history of slave badges. The authors research uncovers and reveals the numbers of slave badges made in 
each year, who made the badges, the types of badges, what each year of badge looked like as to what an authentic 
badge should have on it for each year, what the badges were made from, why the badges were made and used, how 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0786440902


they were used, etc. There are many color plates showing the badges, and designs. Some of the photos of badges are a 
bit small, but other than that, I had no complaints about the book...it is the seminal work on slave badges of 
Charleston.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very pleased to add it to my trove of booksBy vance 
martinThus far, I'm only a little way into the book, but it fills a gap among my library volumes on African American 
history, as well as in my fund of knowledge about glbt authors. Very pleased to add it to my trove of books. It arrived 
in my mailbox more swiftly than I expected.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Slave Tag BookBy 
James E EvansGreat history on the slave tag system, very helpful in judging which are real or not.

The slave-hire system of Charleston, South Carolina, in the 1700s and the 1800s produced a curious object--the slave 
badge. The badges were intended to legislate the practice of hiring a slave from one master to another, and slaves were 
required by law to wear them. Slave badges have become quite collectible and have excited both scholarly and popular 
interest in recent years. This work documents how the slave-hire system in Charleston came about, how it worked, 
who was in charge of it, and who enforced the laws regarding slave badges. Numerous badge makers are identified, 
and photographs of badges, with commentary on what the data stamped on them mean, are included. The authors 
located income and expense statements for Charleston from 1783 to 1865, and deduced how many slaves were hired 
out in the city every year from 1800 on. The work also discusses forgeries of slave badges, now quite common. There 
is a section of 20 color plates.

"Comprehensive...extremely thorough...exceptionally well written...thoughtfully prepared...wonderful...highly 
recommend[ed]." --North South Trader's Civil War"Indispensable" --The South Carolina Historical Magazine"A 
valuable compilation...useful...important." --Journal of Southern HistoryAbout the AuthorHarlan Greene is head of 
Special Collections at Charleston County Public Library. Harry S. Hutchins, Jr., is an associate professor at the 
Medical University of South Carolina in Charleston. Brian E. Hutchins lives in San Jose, California. 


