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Peter C. Smith : Skua!: The Royal Navy’s Dive-Bomber before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Skua!: The Royal Navy’s Dive-Bomber:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The Skua, arun what ya brung airplaneBy JCAL The dichotomy of
so many of the previous reviewsis interesting. Several complain about the how mundane the Skua was while other
complain there was too much technical detail in the book.It's important to remember the erain which the Skua was
conceived and built. The Skuais the perfect representation of the Fleet Air Arm and Blackburn in the late 1930's. The
FAA was seeking atransitional all metal do-it all aircraft within the restrictions impaosed by budgets,politics and the
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RAF while Blackburn had the ability to build aircraft that exactly met customer specifications. (Not always a good
thing, given the number of failed designs they produced.)The result was the Skua.As far as the complaints of too much
detail? Don't read the sections that aren't of interest to you.Considering the overall performance of the Skua, it's
accomplishments and length of service are quite amazing. The Skuawas there for the FAA to develop dive bombing
tactics, provided theinitial cadre of trained pilots, and wasin service when it was needed.Highly recommended as a
volume on the Skua, as a prewar and early war history of the FAA.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful.
Ok book on avery limited subject - worth afull book, maybe not so muchBy Jonathan MattsonMr Smith's books are
always interesting. He sure drives his personal viewpoint home. It iskind of interesting to see his strong opinions on a
plane that really seems to do not much besides bombs one cruiser. Otherwise just seems like a mediocre dive
bomber/horrible fighter just finding it's limited niche. But he does a good job giving the history of this plane. Y ou
learn about the long development period, how once it was finally completed just how obselete it was. Its always a
shame to have to read how good men were forced to make virtual suicide missionsin such horrible planes. Some parts
of the book are good to read, but after the norway campaign it gets very repetitive (planes fly scouting missions from
this carrier or from that carrier and do not much combat)1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Finally, a
book on this neglected type.By o. migillicuddyHundreds of titles on Mustang, Spitfire and ME109; finally we see
about aminor actor. An interesting book about alittle known aircraft that could have been much better used had there
not been so much infighting withing the ranks of the RAF. It is an object lesson on the dangers of bureaucratic empire
building. The Skua was a weapon that, properly wielded, could have done so much more, as England's aircraft carriers,
like those of other nations, are only as good as the aircraft embarked. One wonders how much could have been done to
close the Mid Ocean Gap had the RAF really cooperated with equipping the Fleet Air Arm. It also speaks to the
virtues of a separate naval air force. There is a photo that gives one pause - What kind of thinking put the fuel tanksin
the cockpit between the pilot and the observer-gunner? Ahh, well, all aircraft have their weaknesses!

The Blackburn Skua was the first monoplane to be designed and built for the Royal Navy in the 1930s. As aresult of
continued debate, it became a compromise between the Navy’ s desire for a carrier-based dive-bomber and RAF' s
preference for afighter. Despite being the first to shoot down a Luftwaffe aircraft in World War |1, early operationsin
Norway found the type woefully inadequate as a fighter.As a dive-bomber, the Royal Navy put the design to good use
from the outset of WWII. It was involved with the hunt for the Graff Spee, sunk the major warship Koln, suffered with
great lossin an attack on the Scharnhorst, helped to keep the German advance at bay during the Dunkirk evacuation
and attacked the French rogue battleship Richelieu in the Mediterranean. This book relates how the final design was
created, how the dive-bombing technique was devel oped and perfected by naval pilots and traces the wartime
operational career of the type with many first-hand accounts.

About the AuthorPeter C. Smith is arenowned aviation historian and author.



