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Piotr Olender : Sino-Japanese Naval War 1894-1895 (Maritime Series)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sino-Japanese Naval War 1894-1895 (Maritime Series): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Highly detailed, thoroughly Illustrated Study of an Important, but 
Neglected WarBy PAUL V. WALSHPiotr Olender has produced a thorough study of the naval aspects of an 
overlooked conflict that played an important role in shaping modern China. Some forty years before China and Japan 
entered into a cataclysmic war that led directly to Pearl Harbor, the government in Tokyo made its ambitions on the 
Asian continent clear when it challenged the Qing Dynasty. Although Imperial China had purchased western built 
warships of the latest design and enlisted western instructors, her efforts at modernization could not compare with the 
revolution that Japan was undergoing, a revolution that produced a fully westernized naval (and military) force. As 
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such, the outcome of the war at sea was pre-ordained. Olender provides an extensively researched, fully illustrated 
study of clash at sea, including a detailed description of each of the warships of the opposing sides. A timely study of 
the early history of a nation that is currently seeking to become a major naval power.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Another Wonderful Naval History by Piotr Olender!By Gilberto VillahermosaAnother well researched 
and well written book by Piotr Olender! This volume covers another little known war - the clash between China and 
Japan at the end of the 19th Century that brought Japan to preeminence as a military power in the Pacific. Author Piotr 
Olender provides significant insight into both the ground and naval war between the two powers, one declining, the 
other rising. This book is recommended for those interested in the warfare, as well as the history of China and Japan in 
the late 19th Century.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. great for naval historians and readers who love 
naval historyBy Charles from Redondo BeachI'm not certain why I purchased the book. The title must have caught my 
attention because the subject just didn't jump out and grab my mind. Having said that, the book is well researched and 
illustrated with both photos from the period and well drawn charts of engagements.This is one of those coffee table top 
sized books that only naval historians and readers who love naval history will enjoy.

This new book covers the Sino-Japan Naval War 1894-1895, a little-known part of late 19thC naval history. The First 
Sino–Japanese War (1 August 1894 – 17 April 1895) was fought between Qing Dynasty China and Meiji Japan, 
primarily over control of Korea. After more than six months of continuous successes by the Japanese army and naval 
forces, as well as the loss of the Chinese port of Weihai, the Qing leadership sued for peace in February 1895.The 
background, operations and outcomes are described in detail. All the ships involved, both Japanese and Chinese, are 
described and illustrated with full technical specifications. Profusely illustrated with scale drawings, maps, drawings 
and rare photos.

Photos, annotations, maps, charts, tables, bibliography, index and transliteration notes season MMP's superb study. 
Five appendices recap participating vessels, naval artillery, torpedoes, comparative service ranks, and Japanese ship 
commanders. And a concluding section showcases 1:350 starboard drawings of 36 Chinese and Japanese warships... 
The brief, bitter Sino-Japanese naval war forged the tactical and technological foundation of Japan's victory over 
Russia a decade later. "China," the author observes, "practically became a quasi-colony" of European imperialists – 
and entered a half-century of "internal/social unrest". Likewise, Japan's expansionist ambitions only ended with its 
total defeat in World War II – 50 years on. (Cybermodeler)... an account of how Japan came to be the leading Asian 
power of the early Twentieth Century....opens with four chapters that offer some background on the combatants in the 
years leading up to the war, discussing the origins of the conflict, and the respective military forces and plans. He then 
covers the events in Korea that precipitated the hostilities. There follow a series of chapters of varying length that 
cover the events of the war, setting them within the political developments leading up to China’s defeat and the peace 
process. Having the benefit of the most recent research into the war, Olender often points out problems and outright 
errors in earlier accounts, particularly those done in the period immediately following the war, often heavily 
influenced by personal accounts and newspaper stories. This is a good read for anyone interested in the naval and 
military history of the period, or of the region. (Strategy Page/ NYMAS) 


