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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. ... US submarine force in WWII ... one of the worst [scandals] in the
history of any kind Thisis...By WilliamThe author calls “the torpedo scandal of the US submarine forcein WWII ...
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one of the worst [scandals] in the history of any kindThisis the definitive account of the USN’s submarine war in the
Pacific theater in WWII. Why should you read this book? According to the United States Strategic Bombing survey
“the war against [Japanese] shipping was perhaps the most decisive single factor in the collapse of the Japanese
economy and logistic support of the Japanese military and naval power. Our submarines accounted for the majority of
the vessel sinkings and the greater part of the reduction in tonnage.” In fact, the author explains that the Submariners
made up less than 2% of the USN but accounted for 55% of Japan’s maritime losses. | believe this book chronicles
every mission conducted by USN submarinesin the Pacific. Also, you will learn about each one of the three problems
that plagued the USN'’s torpedoes. The author calls “the torpedo scandal of the US submarine forcein WWII ... one of
the worst [scandals] in the history of any kind of warfare.” The bureau of Naval Weaponry denied there was a problem
and said there weren't enough torpedoes available to re-test them. To me this negligence was criminal and it took
about 1.5to 2 yearsto fix. Thereis also quite a bit of information about code breaking and how important this was to
the submarine campaign. Just be prepared for a commitment. The book is 885 pages long and whileit iswell written
and fairly readable it can get monotonous at times. Thisis especially true after the tide has turned and the USN has
worked out all the bugsin the torpedoes and finally employed a sound strategy by wolfpacking. It is almost hard to
read as the ships of the IPN arelike fishin abarrel over and over again.This book stands as a tribute to the men of the
Silent Service. | am glad that Clay Blair Jr. made the effort to put this definitive account together for people like meto
read. God bless the USN and the men of the Silent Service and thank you for the sacrifices you made so that we can
live asafree society. | get chills down my spine when | think of brave men such as Mush Morton, Dick O’ Kane,
Moon Chapel, and George Grider etc. Many of these men and their crews gave their last full measure of devotion so
that we may live free." Tenacity Dick, stay with the bas*** till he's on the bottom.” Mush Morton to Dick O'Kane.2 of
2 people found the following review helpful. Pulls the reader in -- you can aimost hear the surf breaking, and smell the
powerful diesel engines!By YBAVRGIf you like suspense, this action-packed history of U.S. submarines during
World War Il isfor you! Author Clay Blair Jr. writes a gritty, detailed account of cliff-hanging undersea naval battles.
The tension was constant because submarines, which were 2% of U.S. naval forcesin the Pacific, accounted for 50%
of the enemy ships sunk -- and sustained 25% casualties against skilled, vigilant and well-equipped enemy destroyers.
The men never knew if this patrol would be their last.After serving on submarines himself, and conducting hundreds
of interviews, Clay Blair Jr. has mastered the difficult art of making the reader feel that "you are there" as enemy depth
charges thunder from above, threatening to end the lives of men not yet 25 years old. He captures the enthusiastic "all
for one" comradeship of submariners, as well as the resourcefulness of officers and crew who, far from supply bases,
came up with unorthodox materials to pull off desperately needed repairs -- or in one case, an emergency
appendectomy!Readers will also enjoy Blair'slively, controversial account of the Great Torpedo Scandal -- the fact
that due to palitical pressures, during much of WWII, the torpedos that were submariners only defense either did not
work, or worked sporadically.My advice to any friend would be to jump to the combat section of Silent Victory first,
and go back later to read the historical account of the evolution of submarines. While interesting, it cannot match the
thrilling accounts of real submarine patrols -- and it also makes more sense when read second.O of 0 people found the
following review helpful. Repurchased it recently when | found it at a good price in good conditionBy PJAI originally
owned this 2 volume set when it was first published in the 1975. Repurchased it recently when | found it at a good
price in good condition. Since the time it was originally published, many WWII fleet submariners have come out with
books about their experiences in the Pacific. But before that, this book was, and in my opinion still is, the definitive
history of the submarine war in the Pacific. Clay Blair has written a thorough and complete history of the submarine
war in what must have taken thousands of hours of research. While much of this history is about overall submarine
development, operations and strategy, most of the book covers individual actions by submarines, their captains and
crews. And that's what makes it such an interesting read. Just areally good book about a part of WWII that | don't
think very many people even know existed. If you're a history buff, particularly naval history, or are just interested in
submarines, you'll won't be able to put this book down.

With the content of an authoritative reference and the excitement of athriller, this history of the U.S. submarine war is
one of the most informative and entertaining books written on the Pacific campaign. The author, a respected journalist
and World War 1l submariner himself, is credited with providing a complete and unbiased account of what happened.
When published in 1975, it was the first such account to detail controversial aspects of the American campaign, from
the torpedo scandal to discrepancies between claimed and confirmed sinkings.To get to the truth, Clay Blair
interviewed scores of skippers, staff officers, and code breakers, and combed thousands of documents and personal
papers. In addition, he thoroughly researched the development of the submarine and torpedo from pre-war to post-war
times. As aresult, he takes the reader into the submarine war at all levels?he highest strategy sessionsin Washington,
the terrifying moments in subs at the bottom of the ocean waiting out exploding depth charges, the zany efforts of a
crew coaxing a chicken to lay an egg. He aso exposes the reader to the jealous infighting of admirals vying for power
and the problems between cautious older skippers and daring young commanders. Supplementing the text are nearly
forty maps showing submarine activity in the context of every important naval engagement in the Pacific, more than



thirty pages of photographs, multiple appendixes (including a calendar of submarine war patrols), and an index of over

2,000 entries. Thisisawork of great scholarship and scope that makes a timeless contribution to the history of World
War .

About the AuthorClay Blair saw service on the fleet submarine Guardfish in World War 11 and later wrote for Time
and L ife magazines before becoming editor-in-chief of The Saturday Evening Post. The author of several other
popular books on submarines, he died in 1998.



