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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The author who is credited knows that his basic assumption ...By 
Geoffrey M. FootnerThe author who is credited knows that his basic assumption is flawedwhen he settles in with the 
notion that there were two navy sailing warships named Constellation3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. 
Great Book!By Joseph L. ErdmannI found Showing the Flag the Civil War Diary of Moses Safford to be an excellent 
source of information on life aboard a Civil War era warship. Being a former Navy man who had sailed the 
Mediterranean, I really enjoyed seeing how many things were similar to my cruise in the Med over 100 years later.The 
editors did a great job and I really appreciated the footnotes. This book is a must read for any one looking into what 
life was like on a Civil War warship and the only one still in existence today! If you do visit the USS Constellation 
while in Baltimore's Inner Harbor area, I feel reading this book prior to your visit would greatly enhance your 
experience onboard the ship.Joe Erdmann1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. "For the sails will mend 
their tatters and the masts will rise again..."By R. Lee HaddenThis is an excellent, almost day-by-day account, of life 
inside a Civil War era sailing battleship. Moses Safford is quite literate, and a good observer of his shipmates, the 
lands they visit, and his life at sea. There is a good deal of primary information here about the daily and mundane life 
within the USS Constellation, this book is a "must buy" for all those interested in the Civil War Navy. See also the 
authors' other book: "U.S.S. Constellation: An Illustrated History"

From Baltimore natives Lawrence Bopp and Stephen Bockmiller comes Showing the Flag: The Civil War Naval Diary 
of Moses Safford, USS Constellation, a new perspective on the Civil War and life in the navy in the mid-19th century. 
As the Civil War raged at home, naval yeoman Moses Safford toured the Mediterranean on the USS Constellation, 
dispatched in 1862 to "show the flag," or defend American merchant shipping. An attorney and accomplished sailor 
before the war, Moses kept a diary in his seafarer’s way, leaving us one of the most detailed accounts of life aboard a 
Civil War warship known to exist.Published for the first time and including insightful annotations and biographical 
information, this personal journal documents life aboard a navy ship in a time of national turmoil. Although the diary 
was intended for his own edification and personal remembrance, Safford’s writing brings the reader back in time and 
place and opens a window on the past, allowing a view of Civil War naval life through the eyes of a literate and master 
seaman.

About the AuthorStephen R. Bockmiller develops this county-wide history as a companion to his 2011 Arcadia 
publication Hagerstown in the Civil War. He has gathered images from local and regional libraries, historical societies, 
and private collections, including previously unpublished photographs provided by the descendants of veterans. 


