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Kevin J. Dougherty : Ships of the Civil War 1861-1865: An Illustrated Guide to the Fighting Vessels of the 
Union and the Confederacy (Naval History)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Ships of the Civil War 1861-1865: An Illustrated Guide to the Fighting Vessels of the Union 
and the Confederacy (Naval History): 

9 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Good Quick ReferenceBy nevadavetThis is a very well done book 
for reference or as a general guide to model building; the best feature is a one page horizonal format color painting 
(drawing) of each vessel. The opposite page (left) from the drawing contains general information about the vessel and 
brief operational notes. There is at least one vessel of each major combat type used in the civil war. so as you are 
reading other material on the civil war and a vessel comes up, you can refer to this book quickly and see what the other 
publication is referring to. I would recommend this book to civil war buffs in general and possibly to naval historians 
who desire a general view of ships of the American Civil War. I would not recommend this to one looking for plans or 
in-depth detail of a specific vessel or vessels, or for in-depth description of naval operations. Overall, good value for 
the money.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. CSN versus USN - Ship TypesBy GrantThis is one of the 
better books in this genre. It gives a good view of the types of vessels used in the USN and The CSN. The fact that the 
USN had such an advantage in facilities, vessels, manpower, and ship building capability does not overshadow the 
ingenuity and new vessel types that the CSN were able to build and operate. The fact that the Hampton Roads battle 
between CSS VIRGINIA and USS MONITOR changed the face of naval warfare forever is simply the door opener to 
the facts provided on both navies.Civil War buffs, especially those interested in the naval aspects of the war between 
the states should have this book in their library.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I highly recommend 
this a piece to fill in a blank hole ...By Feldmar TwomblebeeThere actually was a water born element to the Civil War 
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despite what fans of Grant and Lee might think. I highly recommend this a piece to fill in a blank hole in the puzzle.

The Civil war may be mainly remembered for its infamous land battles, such as Gettsyburg, Manassas, and Shiloh, but 
its naval engagements announced a new kind of naval warfare, with the first-time use of ironclads, submarines, and 
torpedoes, and the introduction of newer and more powerful naval artillery. The conflict saw the use of paddle-driven 
river boats, steam warships, ram ships, sloops, cruisers, and the development of new ironclad ships such as low-lying 
monitors.Arranged by type of ship, Ships of the Civil War provides concise coverage of some of the most famous 
warships of the era, including: the seminal duel between the ironclads CSS Virginia and the USS Monitor, the 
Confederate raider Alabama's demise off the USS Kearsage; and one of the first successful actions by a submarine, 
when CSS Hunley exploded a mine beneath the Federal gunboat USS Housatonic. The book also includes blockade 
runners, such as A.D. Vance and Hope; raiders, such as CSS Sumter and USS Quaker City; and cruisers, like the CSS 
Tallahassee, which spectacularly raided northern waters, destroying dozens of Federal merchantmen in the 
process.Filled with colorful artworks, expertly written background, and useful specifications of more than 120 fighting 
ships of the era, Ships of the Civil War is a handy guide to an often ignored aspect of the great struggle between North 
and South.REVIEWS “…invaluable as a quick reference… full color detailed illustrations …works on many levels 
and will provide hours of enjoyment.”James Durney, Civil War Round Table “offers a good introduction to the ships 
of the era. It contains a ten-page chapter which provides excellent short summary of the naval aspects of the American 
Civil War… the artwork presents original full-color illustrations of each ship discussed. This includes a gorgeous 
mixture of cut-away drawings, side views, and perspective views “ Ships-in-Scale magazine
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