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James Lee Mcdonough : Shiloh--In Hell before Night  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Shiloh--In Hell before Night: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great introduction to the battle of ShilohBy Bradley NelsonThis is a 
very good short history of the battle of Shiloh in 1862. McDonough is an expert on the Civil War in Tennessee and is 
very successful here in focusing on the important events and providing clear-eyed analysis. He is dismissive of some 
historical claims and uses sound historical reasoning to validate others. There is some setup to how the two armies 
came to fight each other at Shiloh and then a very clear description of the course of battle. This can be hard to do well. 
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While Shiloh is maybe less complex than some other battles, there is still a lot of nuance to it. But McDonough's 
telling of it is very careful and deliberate so readers should not be left confused. Perhaps the greatest attribute to this 
book is McDonough's refusal to celebrate events that don't deserve it. He is skeptical of General Johnston's reputation 
as the best commander of the war, only to be cut down in battle so early on. Johnston had limited military experience 
and demonstrated little skill in commanding his vast army, delegating much of his command responsibility to his 
subordinates, including Beauregard. Also, McDonough does not overplay the role of Prentiss and the Hornet's Nest. 
While this is a key part of the day one withdrawal of the Union forces, it is perhaps glorified too much. McDonough 
recounts clearly what Prentiss' troops actually accomplished. This is certainly the best short history of the battle I've 
read.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Bloody ShilohBy StudgeOn April 6, 1862, the Rebel army had 
the advantage of surprise, momentum and manpower as they attacked the Federals at Shiloh. Winning at Shiloh was 
crucial to both sides, as the victor would gain control of the Mississippi Valley. Timing was everything for the Rebels. 
They had to achieve victory before Buell's Army of the Ohio could join Grant's Army of the Tennessee.The bloodiest 
fighting took place at the Hornets' Nest, near the center of the Sunken Road. Professor McDonough shows that the 
Rebels blew an opportunity to gain a smashing victory over the Union forces by engaging in continuous, piecemeal, 
frontal attacks, rather than using a single, mass attack to destroy the Union army. Here he attributes a good deal of the 
blame to Genearl Braxton Bragg. As a result, the Union forces were able to hold on long enough at the Hornets' Nest 
to forestall the Confederate attack and gain time for Buell to join forces with Grant for the Union's massive 
counterattack the following day.Professor McDounough points out the mistakes made by both sides that could have 
been avoided, and thereby changed the course of the battle at certain given points in time. In addition to describing the 
details of the actual fighting and analysis of the decisionmaking by each sides' high command, he throws in some 
interesting facts and incidents concerning individual commanders, not the least interesting of which involved Nathan 
Bedford Forrest and his courage on the battlefield.Professor McDonough's Shiloh is a welcome addition to my Civil 
War library.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Shiloh revisited!By TylerThe book is excellent, but is 
only rated a 4-star because of the snail-like pace of it's arrival, which happened long after it's maximum due date, 2 
weeks at the most. But as I started reading it, the book digs deep into the events of Shiloh, before and after as well. 
Some should refer to it as the Battle of Pittsburg Landing, since the Confederate army that day was hell-bent on 
driving the Yankee forces before them into the Tennessee River there, and Shiloh was only the name of the church in 
the vicinity. How many battles are named for a church? But it was in fact the bloodiest battle of it's time, long before 
the slaughterhouses of Gettysburg and the Wilderness, where 10,000 casualties on each side even made the casualties 
of Bull Run pathetic in comparison.What surprised me is how little the Yankee army was actually prepared for a battle 
at that time in the vicinty. No trenches had been made, and actual sightings of Confederate troops massing in strength 
in that area were scoffed at by the superior officers. Sherman, in fact, chewed out the commander of an Ohio regiment 
for these sightings, telling him in fact the Confederates were no closer than the Corinth crossroads and to "take his 
damned regiment back to Ohio." That regiment was one of the first Yankee units to absorb the Confederate attack, and 
to retreat in terror, and wouldn't be the first to run that day. The Yankees came VERY close to defeat, and the struggle 
of the "Hornet's Nest" was made well-known by the details in this book. A classic read!

Colorful, dramatic, blundering, and tragic – these are some of the adjectives that have been applied to the two-day 
engagement at Shiloh. This battle, which bears the biblical name meaning “place of peace,” was one of the bloodiest 
encounters of the Civil War. The Union colonel, whose words give the present book its title, foretold the losses when 
he told his men: “Fill your canteens Boys! Some of you will be in hell before night….”Fought in the early spring of 
1862 on the west bank of the Mississippi state line, Shiloh was, up to that time, the biggest battle of American history. 
One hundred thousand men were involved, and major Civil War commanders such as Grant, Sherman, Johnston, 
Beauregard, Bragg, and Forrest participated. The battle took the life of Johnston and it left a lasting impact on the 
reputation of other commanders. More-over, it played a significant role in the campaign for control of the Mississippi 
Valley.Although hundreds of books have been written about the Civil War and its battle, questions about the 
disorganized struggle at Shiloh have continued to perplex historians. Why was Grant absent when his army was 
attacked? Why did Grant and Sherman apparently ignore evidence of a Confederate advance? What happened to Lew 
Wallace that he never got his division into the fight on the first day of battle? Why did it take the Rebels so long to 
make their way from Corinth to the battlefield? Did the Rebels really have a distinct opportunity to win the battle, as it 
seems in retrospect, or were they doomed from the start? Were Johnston and Beauregard working at cross-purposes? 
Shiloh-In Hell Before Night provides answers or clues to answers of clues to answers for these and other questions 
arising from this controversial engagement.The author tells his story by placing Shiloh in the larger context of the war 
and by exploring the very personal side of the conflict through the words of the Union and Confederate participants, 
officers and common soldiers alike. Touches of humor and even or romance are revealed in the midst of the carnage, 
but the overriding element is the specter of death. Among those who survived, the soldiers who had been eager to “see 
the elephant,” as they commonly referred to combat, could never again feel so eager for a fight.James Lee 
McDonough is professor of history at Auburn University, and the author of Stones River – Bloody Winter in 



Tennessee, Chattanooga – A Death Grip on the Confederacy, and the co-author of Five Tragic Hours: The Battle of 
Franklin.
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