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Judkin Browning : Shifting Loyalties: The Union Occupation of Eastern North Carolina  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Shifting Loyalties: The Union Occupation of 
Eastern North Carolina: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Indepth Treatment of Union Sympathy in North CarolinaBy Herbert 
W. Stanford IIIFascinating treatment of a subject that is virtually unknown...Unionism in both eastern and western 
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North Carolina before and during the Civil War.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. North Carolina 
under the YankeesBy James D. CrabtreeAlthough a bit dry at times, Shifting Loyalties does a good job of telling the 
story of occupied North Carolina, the coastal region which fell to Union invasion in 1862 and included the towns of 
New Bern and Beaufort. The relationships between the Yankees, the unionist Carolinians and rebel sympathizers (to 
say nothing of the African-American population) are discussed at length, exploring Union demoralization, rebel 
terrorism, trade and attitudes towards the war.A very good look at this forgotten theater of the Civil War. Illustrated 
with photos and some graphics.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A well-written scholary bookBy 
James W. DurneyOccupation is difficult for all parties. The civilian population is never fully trusted and the military 
often is high handed. The result is a series of problems made worse by changing priorities and news of the war. Make 
it a rebellion and things are even harder to handle. Add in a population with a solid loyal core to make things worse. 
For extra problems, add a large underclass based on race. To make things worse, give the occupying army a strong 
racist tone.The above is a quick description of the occupied areas of North Carolina. The naval blockade needed ports 
if it was going to be effective. The ports were in rebel hands. In 1862, the Federal army and navy captured the ports of 
Beaufort and New Bern. The operation resulted in most of two counties coming under control of the Army. For the 
reminder of the war, an uneasy balance of power existed in this area. This was not an area quick to leave the Union. 
Having done so, they gave good service to the Confederacy.Occupation and emancipation forced the white residents 
into a series of choices and compromises that tested their loyalties to their nation and each other. These loyalties shift 
over the years. Emancipation, ties to the community and the realities of being occupied cause real conflicts for this 
group. For the free blacks and the slaves the arrival of the Federals is a revelation. In a very short time, slaves are 
emancipated or in a position where their owner cannot force obedience. Freedom is not universal and the application 
of "law" is uneven. Overall, a large illiterate black population is set free for better or worse. The author provides a 
balanced view of the freed slaves and the benevolent societies that try to help them. Lastly is the occupying army. The 
author gives of a real look at duty that is boring, unrewarding, stressful and at times dangerous. There are few rewards 
in what is usually a thankless task. Soldiers went from liberators to oppressors in a short time. Even as blacks welcome 
them, their racism makes them discount this. The benevolent societies have different priorities and often work harder 
to damage other societies than help the freeman.This is a well-written scholarly book with full endnotes, sources and 
index. This book is well off the beaten path and all the move valuable because of that. The only problem I have is the 
lack of a good map. This may not be a problem for many but I like to orientate myself and could not do so.

In the spring of 1862, Union forces marched into neighboring Carteret and Craven Counties in southeastern North 
Carolina, marking the beginning of an occupation that would continue for the rest of the war. Focusing on a wartime 
community with divided allegiances, Judkin Browning offers new insights into the effects of war on southerners and 
the nature of civil-military relations under long-term occupation, especially coastal residents' negotiations with their 
occupiers and each other as they forged new social, cultural, and political identities.Unlike citizens in the core areas of 
the Confederacy, many white residents in eastern North Carolina had a strong streak of prewar Unionism and appeared 
to welcome the Union soldiers when they first arrived. By 1865, however, many of these residents would alter their 
allegiance, developing a strong sense of southern nationalism. African Americans in the region, on the other hand, 
utilized the presence of Union soldiers to empower themselves, as they gained their freedom in the face of white 
hostility. Browning's study ultimately tells the story of Americans trying to define their roles, with varying degrees of 
success and failure, in a reconfigured country.

A well-conceived and well-executed microstudy.--Journal of American HistoryA welcome addition to the literature on 
the occupied South during the Civil War.--Army HistoryThis study is a unique look into a so-called Unionist area in a 
Confederate state under Union occupation….Highly recommended to Civil War enthusiasts.--NewsOK.com[A] well-
researched and lively treatment of two coastal North Carolina counties.--Journal of Southern HistoryA first-rate 
analysis of civil-military relations in eastern North Carolina and their subsequent impact on southerners' loyalties.--
Journal of the North Carolina Association of HistoriansBrowning's explorations uncover a treasure trove of 
information.--America's Civil WarAn elegantly written and persuasive narrative.--The Historian[A] valuable study.--
American Historical Browning's work is an important study of the effects of Union occupation on myriad different 
social groups. . . . [He] should be commended for a well thought out and judicious account of the experience of 
Carteret and Craven counties during the American Civil War.--American Nineteenth Century History[A] well written, 
carefully researched effort that explains how eastern North Carolina's rebellion began rather than ended in 1865.--
Tennessee Historical Browning skillfully weaves together stories of persons in the Carteret-Craven region to illustrate 
the shifting loyalties.--Register of the Kentucky Historical SocietyAn excellent study that deserves a wide reading 
audience. It opens a window on a little-studied aspect of the Civil War.--Blue Gray MagazineBrowning provides 
useful insights into the nature of southern unionism and what directions it took under the considerable strain of long 
term occupation and post war reevaluation.--Civil War Books and AuthorsRadically challenge[s] existing 
interpretations of the Civil War in eastern North Carolina." --The North Carolina Historical Browning does an 



excellent job of allowing soldiers, white southern men and women, freedmen, and members of northern benevolent 
societies to tell their own stories.--South Carolina Historical Magazine On the stage of a Carolina coastal 
neighborhood occupied by the Union Army, a carnival mix of cantankerous Confederates and exuberant freedpeople 
try to dance to the tune of a new social order, attended by a chorus of bemused or exasperated Yankee soldiers. This is 
Civil War history at its most personal and pungent.--Roy Parker Jr., military historian for the The Fayetteville 
ObserverReflecting very wide and deep reading and research across multiple disciplines, Shifting Loyalties provides a 
comprehensive and compelling look at how North Carolinians responded to federal military occupation during the 
Civil War, as well as fresh insight into the dynamics of occupation in general.--John David Smith, co-editor of 
Undaunted Radical: The Selected Writings and Speeches of Albion W. TourgeeAbout the AuthorJudkin Browning is 
assistant professor of history at Appalachian State University. 


