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Hal F. Sharpe : Shenandoah County in the Civil War: Four Dark Years (Civil War Series)  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Shenandoah County in the Civil War: Four 
Dark Years (Civil War Series): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very informative book with lots of pictures.By Aaron 
McMurrayThis is a really good book that is local to the county that I live in Virginia. It is extremely informative with 
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lots of pictures and detailed descriptions of the events that took place. I am really enjoying this book.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Good for county residents to learn their local historyBy Rob MosesGood book 
with some illustrations and old photos. Especially interesting to those local to Shenandoah County to know our local 
history. Lots of local flavor, fairly detailed narratives of local battles and the impact on residents. I enjoyed the book.4 
of 4 people found the following review helpful. Love books on the ShenandoahBy D. TyeWell written with a focused 
perspective on the region during the Civil War. Extensive bibliography. I learned to appreciate how the people of the 
Shenandoah were affected by the war, and what part they played in support. A good read.

Shenandoah County, in the years prior to the Civil War, was a prosperous place. Nestled within the Shenandoah 
Valley, it was a haven for agricultural commerce fueled by slave labor. Integral railways and transportation routes 
passed through Shenandoah County, feeding its impressive agricultural output throughout the Virginia. With the 
outbreak of Civil War, all of that would change. Four major battles took place in and around Shenandoah County New 
Market, Toms Brook, Fishers Hill, and Cedar Creek. Although the proceedings of these historic battles have been well-
documented, the effect the combat had on residents of Shenandoah County has receded into the background. Now, 
author Hal Shape brings the lives of county residents to fore, recounting how their spirits were tested during this dark 
hour of American history.
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