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Emmett M. Essin : Shavetails and Bell Sharps: The History of the U.S. Army Mule  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Shavetails and Bell Sharps: The History of the U.S. 
Army Mule: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy carroll costlowgreat book0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Five StarsBy JosieAn incredibly comprehensive book - if you need to know something 
about Army mules, it is in this book1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Terrific for those interested in 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0803218192


this specialtyBy C. M. ClarkeThis is THE modern book on the role of mules in the US Army, especially after the Civil 
War and through WWII. It's indispensable for those interested in the fascinating but obscure aspect of Army history.

The last U.S. Army mules were formally mustered out of the service in December 1956, ending 125 years of military 
reliance on the virtues of this singular animal. Much less glamorous than the cavalryman’s horse, the Army pack mule 
was a good deal more important: from the Mexican War through World War II, mules were an indispensable adjunct 
to army movement.

"Essin has written an enjoyable, valuable work. Any serious student of United States military history can benefit from 
this volume. The author’s appreciation for the contribution of the Army mule, and his careful scholarship, make a 
unique contribution to military history."—New Mexico Historical 


