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Benjamin Lai : Shanghai and Nanjing 1937: Massacre on the Yangtze (Campaign)  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Shanghai and Nanjing 1937: Massacre on the 
Yangtze (Campaign): 

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Disaster on the Yangtze...By HMS WarspiteJapan had been nibbling 
at the edges of China for years, but 1937 marked a change in Japanese strategy. Imperial Japanese units attacked the 
Republic of China's commercial hub at Shanghai and its capital at Nanjing. Chinese forces would respond, setting the 
stage for a bloody battle and a bloody aftermath."Shanghai and Nanjing 1937" is an Osprey Campaign Series book, 
authored by Benjamin Lai with illustrations by Giuseppe Rava. The narrative traces a confusing months-long Japanese 
campaign, one expected to end Chinese resistance to Japanese incursions. In fact, as the author demonstrates, the 
Chinese responded forcefully. The Chinese military chain of command was not up to sustaining the fight against a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1472817494


sophisticated modern military force. However, Chinese bravery ignited warfare still in progress in 1945, when Japan 
surrendered to its combined Allied opponents. The battle narrative is supported by a good selection of maps, battle 
diagrams, illustrations, and period and modern photographs.The author does not shy away from describing the horrific 
massacres that followed the fall of Shanghai and Nanjing. The Japanese Army, literally, took no prisoners. The actions 
of a few foreigners in the international settlements in the cities saved thousands, but many more would die. This 
concise but informative account is highly recommended for highlighting one of the largely forgotten campaigns of the 
Second World War.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Long over dueBy ESDMakes the Chinese look 
better and Japan worse than we knew.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy R. P. 
MyersTypically good Osprey book.

From 1931, China and Japan had been embroiled in a number of small-scale conflicts that had seen vast swathes of 
territory being occupied by the Japanese. On 7 July 1937, the Japanese engineered the Marco Polo Bridge Incident, 
which led to the fall of Beijing and Tianjin and the start of a de facto state of war between the two countries. This 
force then moved south, landing an expeditionary force to take Shanghai and from there drive west to capture Nanjing. 
This fully illustrated book tells the story of the Japanese assault on these two great Chinese cities. The battle of 
Shanghai was the first large-scale urban warfare of World War II and one of the bloodiest battles of the entire Sino-
Japanese War. The determined resistance by Chinese inflicted sizable Japanese casualties, and may well have 
contributed to the subsequent massacre of prisoners and civilians in the battle of Nanjing, tarnishing Japan's reputation 
in the eyes of the world.

About the AuthorBenjamin Lai was born in Hong Kong, educated in the UK, and went on to serve as an officer in the 
British Territorial Army in the 1980s and 1990s. Fluent in both Chinese and English, he currently works as a 
development and business consultant in China.Giuseppe Rava was born in Faenza in 1963, and took an interest in all 
things military from an early age. Entirely self-taught, Giuseppe has established himself as a leading military history 
artist, and is inspired by the works of the great military artists, such as Detaille, Meissonier, Röchling, Lady Butler, 
Ottenfeld and Angus McBride. He lives and works in Italy. 


