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Lee A. Farrow : Seward's Folly: A New Look at the Alaska Purchase  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Seward's Folly: A New Look at the Alaska Purchase: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Outstanding!By Christopher KilgoreThis is an outstanding work 
describing many of the lesser known details before, during, and after the consummation of the purchase. One cannot 
read this book without gaining a greater appreciation for Seward and the impact the purchase continues to have on our 
nation. Well done!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Michael BartlettThis is a fantastic 
look at early Russian American relations!!!! One of my favorite books!0 of 1 people found the following review 
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helpful. Five StarsBy SallyKExcellent!

The Alaska Purchase—denounced at the time as “Seward’s Folly” but now seen as a masterstroke—is well known in 
American history. But few know the rest of the story. This book aims to correct that. Lee Farrow offers here a detailed 
account of just what the Alaska Purchase was, how it came about, its impact at the time, and more. Farrow shows why 
both America and Russia had plenty of good reasons to want the sale to occur, including Russia’s desire to let go of an 
unprofitable, hard-to-manage colony and the belief in the United States that securing Alaska could help the nation gain 
control of British Columbia and generate closer trade ties with Asia . Farrow also delves into the implications of the 
deal for foreign policy and international diplomacy far beyond Russia and the United States at a moment when the 
global balance of power was in question. A thorough, readable retelling of a story we only think we know, Seward’s 
Folly will become the standard book on the Alaska Purchase. 

“A welcome addition to the growing literature on the history of Alaska, this work has a purpose, ably fulfilled, to 
examine circumstances that led US Secretary of State William Seward to acquire Alaska secretly for the US in 1867.” 


