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Tom Huntington : Searching for George Gordon Meade: The Forgotten Victor of Gettysburg  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Searching for George Gordon Meade: The 
Forgotten Victor of Gettysburg: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Good Biography Good U.S. HistoryBy in1ear (John Row)I found 
this biography / historical book for free as a Kindle book several months ago when I was searching the Free Bestsellers 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0811714985


lists. While not any where near a Civil War expert, I do have a strong interest. One low rating review of this work said 
it was too much of a travelogue. It does relate much of the area features as well as being a seemingly thoroughly 
researched biography of General Meade. I don't see this as a negative. It actually made the reading more enjoyable; 
giving rhyme and reason to the lives and situations of Meade, his superiors, his troops and his foes on the battle fields. 
The importance of terrain, weather, etc is more than relevant when the subject is an important figure in a war time 
situation. I enjoyed the book and it's subject and how the author brought to life people and places from 150 years ago 
in what may be the most important event in the history of this country.2 of 2 people found the following review 
helpful. BELATED RECOGNITIONBy KEVIN CLANCYI find this new biography of General Meade to be a 
welcome change from the literary neglect and criticism he has received in the past. In recent years the victor of 
Gettysburg has obtained more credit for his contributions to the Union cause, and Tom Huntington's book should add 
considerably to the much-deserved refurbishing of the general's reputation. The unusual format works well- he delves 
into Meade's story by actually visiting places associated with his life and death. The travelogue technique brings the 
reader to such places as West Point, Mexican War sites, a lighthouse in New Jersey, his native Philadelphia, and, 
naturally, many Civil War battlegrounds. The past and present are thereby merged into an enjoyable and educational 
study of this controversial figure. The best section deals with the pursuit of Lee's army after Gettysburg. A greater 
appreciation emerges for how Meade pressed his fatigued army under very adverse conditions. It also becomes clear 
that he was not helped by contradictory orders from Washington- "fight Lee", "postpone a battle" etc. In line with 
other books like Kent Masterson Brown's RETREAT FROM GETTYSBURG, a powerful case is made that Meade 
has been overly criticized for his actions between July 4 and July 14 in 1863. My only minor complaint comes from 
the author's occasional tendency to sarcastically dismiss generals like Jackson, Hooker, and McClellan. Whether a 
general happens to be a good Christian is better left for theologians to discuss. Denigrating the performances of others 
does nothing to bolster the case for Meade. Rather, a consistently objective approach to the general's record will work 
best. I highly recommend this book. Hopefully works such as this will historical justice and literary recognition to a 
great American, albeit beltedly.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great History for Non HistoriansBy 
Basil RathboneI absolutely loved this book. When discussing battles in which General Meade participated, the author 
will stop; and digress to a modern discussion of how the area looks now, what has been saved by the Civil War Trust, 
and what guides work at that battlefield. It is an ingenious effort to combine history and modern circumstances. For 
instance, while discussing Sickles, Huntington digresses into a story about the modern author of a book on Sickles and 
his work as a Gettysburg Guide. When discussing Mine Run, he disgresses into a discussion of what the turf and 
battlefield presents today. I found this digression rather enjoyable...knowing it would probably irk purists. There is a 
paucity of real good information from Meade and his true feelings on his rough treatment from many, inlcuding 
Burnside, Hooker, Sickles, Doubleday, Grant, Sherman and Sheridan. We really only have his letters to his Wife, 
Margaret. Too bad. To find other sources would be a joyous find. Isn't it interesting that Meade hated Doubleday and 
replaced him with Newton and ended up hating Newton and discarding him out of the Army. So much intrigue, but so 
little good information because Meade burned most of his papers and reports. His burning caused future biographers to 
have little defense for him. I would also have liked to know much more about the Grant-Meade relationship from the 
Crater to Appomattox. This book, however, is a must read.

A historian's investigation of the life and times of Gen. George Gordon Meade to discover why the hero of Gettysburg 
has failed to achieve the status accorded to other generals of the conflictCovers Meade's career from his part in the 
Mexican-American War through his participation in the great Civil War engagements, including Second Bull Run, 
Antietam, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, and PetersburgExplores Meade's legacy today at 
reenactments, battlefields, museums, and institutions that preserve history

"[I]t's the rare reader who will not enjoy accompanying Huntington on his search for Meade." (America's Civil War, 
July 2013)"[A] compulsively readable book of history, biography, travel and journalism." (Civil War Roundtable of 
Gettysburg)"[A] refreshingly readable and well-researched book . . . . Searching for George Gordon Meade should be 
required reading for all those interested in Civil War history."--Civil War News"Huntington writes accessibly about 
Meade’s progress in the Civil War, offering quotes from contemporaries and vivid primary details that will draw 
readers in through the great descriptions and rich character studies." (Library Journal 2012-11-15)From the Inside 
FlapWho was George Gordon Meade? He should be remembered as one of the Civil War's most important generals. 
Instead, history has pushed him aside. The hot-tempered Meade received command of the Union's dysfunctional Army 
of the Potomac only three days before he defeated Robert E. Lee's Confederates at Gettysburg. After that Meade 
watched his reputation decline, thanks in part to the escape of Lee's army, hostility from politicians and the press, the 
machinations of Gen. Daniel Sickles, and the rise of Ulysses S. Grant. "I suppose after awhile it will be discovered I 
was not at Gettysburg at all," Meade once grumbled. Meade, it seems, is the Rodney Dangerfield of Civil War 
generals. He gets no respect. Tom Huntington wanted to find out why. In Searching for George Gordon Meade, he 
tells the story of the general's life and his participation in the Civil War's great engagements, including Second Bull 



Run, Antietam, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, and Petersburg. Huntington also provides accounts of 
his own investigations of Meade's legacy. Along the way he hikes across battlefields, recites the names of fallen 
soldiers at a candlelit ceremony at Gettysburg, drinks a champagne toast at Meade's grave on New Year's Eve, and 
visits a severed leg, a buried arm, and a horse's head. The result is a quirky and compelling mash-up of history, 
biography, travel, and journalism that casts new light on an overlooked figure from the past.From the Back 
CoverAdvance Praise for SEACHING FOR GEORGE GORDON MEADE "Despite his great victory at Gettysburg 
and his command of the army that forced Lee's surrender at Appomattox, George Meade saw his fame eclipsed by that 
of Lee, Grant, and other Civil War generals. This book does a great deal to redress that historical injustice. Tom 
Huntington has invented a new genre of biography that shifts between past and present as he tells the story of Meade's 
life and describes his own pilgrimage to the key sites of that life. The result is an engrossing narrative that the reader 
can scarcely put down." --James M. McPherson Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Battle Cry of Freedom "Searching for 
George Gordon Meade is a splendid book! Well-researched, well-reasoned, and well-written, it's a timely and vital 
addition to the all-too-meager literature on this neglected American hero. Strongly recommended for serious historians 
as well as for a general readership. Excellent! --Ralph Peters Author of Cain at Gettysburg"Much more than another 
Civil War biography, Tom Huntington's gripping personal 'search' for George Gordon Meade is unique and 
irresistible: a combination life story, military history, travelogue, and cultural commentary that brings us closer than 
ever to the old general and his strange reputation--and also opens new windows to our own unending search for an 
understandable national identity." --Harold Holzer, Author and Chairman of Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial 
Foundation 


