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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Science, Strategy and 
War: The Strategic Theory of John Boyd (Strategy and History): 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. John Boyd's strategic theory.By John D. RileyI had the opportunity 
to meet with Colonel John Boyd while has was a "consultant" at the Pentagon in 1977 and subsequently hear four of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0415459524


his presentations to Mariines at Headquarters, Marine Corp and at Quantico in the 1977-1979 time frame. The book is 
a great refresher course of these earlier presentations and it then takes Colonel Boyd's strategy development on to a 
higher level. A great read.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. book: getting inside John Boyd, if that's 
possible.By Ram JamA heavy read. Thoroughly researched and notated. Probably as well done as anything on Boyd 
can be. I found myself re-reading and referring back to things so I could connect the dots. Great for Boyd fans, or for 
heavy scientific thinkers...or those who want to crawl wayyyy up inside the mental aspects of winning.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy StubJust an excellent book for those interested n the key elements of 
combat at the strategic level

John Boyd is often known exclusively for the so-called ‘OODA’ loop model he developed. This model refers to a 
decision-making process and to the idea that military victory goes to the side that can complete the cycle from 
observation to action the fastest. This book aims to redress this state of affairs and re-examines John Boyd’s original 
contribution to strategic theory. By highlighting diverse sources that shaped Boyd’s thinking, and by offering a 
comprehensive overview of Boyd’s work, this volume demonstrates that the common interpretation of the meaning of 
Boyd’s OODA loop concept is incomplete. It also shows that Boyd’s work is much more comprehensive, richer and 
deeper than is generally thought. With his ideas featuring in the literature on Network Centric Warfare, a key element 
of the US and NATO’s so-called ‘military transformation’ programmes, as well as in the debate on Fourth Generation 
Warfare, Boyd continues to exert a strong influence on Western military thinking. Dr Osinga demonstrates how 
Boyd’s work can helps us to understand the new strategic threats in the post- 9/11 world, and establishes why John 
Boyd should be regarded as one of the most important (post)modern strategic theorists.

If you have any interest in war, this is a book your library cannot do without. Just as America cannot do without John 
Boyd's ideas, although our military has not yet figured that out.William Lind, Military.com Osinga provides lucid 
expositions of the various elements that Boyd synthesized into some truly original formulations and ways of thinking 
about strategy. Lawrence Freedman, Foreign Affairs Osinga’s book should be read by military professionals and 
academics alike, but also by anyone interested in the social and cultural impacts of science in general, and chaos and 
complexity theories in particular. Science, Strategy and War will and should remain required reading for years to 
come. Sean Lawson, EmergenceAbout the AuthorJoint Air Power Competence Centre, HQ SACT, Virginia, USA 


