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Henry H. Abernathy Jr : School of Hard Knots: A Citizen Sailor Goes to Sea  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised School of Hard Knots: A Citizen Sailor Goes to Sea: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A 5 star book, tells the way it was on boardBy Ralph RinaldiI 
searved with Mr. A. on the 882 during the time period he writes. The story is right on especially about the first captain 
(if you can't say anything nice then don't). Capt. Greeley (2nd Capt) was a real leader, and role model for any man. 
The navy puts and expects the most of all crew members, and the book brings this out. The navy will provide a young 
man with more than anyone can think. The book brings that out as well. The crew of the Furse grew up fast during 
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those days. All crew members need this book. A great book to learn from. R. A. Rinaldi SM3 on board from 1966--
19692 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Brought back many memories.By Don WmsonI thoroughly 
enjoyed this book even though I was only aboard the Furse from March-December of 1968.Mr. Abernathy's (I have to 
call him Mr. as he was an officer) account of the Wespac cruise was why I purchased the book, but the rest of the book 
was an easy and interesting read, written in a manner to make the reader feel he was right there.Well done, interesting, 
and accurate. I purchased 2 additional copies for friends and family, and lent my copy out to another.Thanks for the 
memories!I'll probably be buying another.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Now hear this!By Richard 
E. TaylorSchool of Hard Knots tells of the coming of age, in his own words, of a young Naval officer aboard the USS 
Furse DD 882 during the Vietnam war era. The intertwining of personal accounts along with official Naval records 
traces the three year tour of duty from OCS, transport across the Pacific, naval action off the coast of Vietnam, back to 
the US, his return to civilian life and the lasting impression that experience had in shaping of an individual. This is an 
engaging read for anyone interested in US Naval history from an active participant. Well done.

As a citizen sailor of the late 1960's I spent three eventful years aboard a US Navy destroyer, the USS Furse (DD-882) 
including intensive operations in Vietnam as well as in the Atlantic and Indian Oceans in over 150,000 Nautical miles 
at sea. Those three years stand out as the most intense and formative of my adult life. Among the events I witnessed 
were running aground, colliding with another ship, being hit by enemy fire, and a murder on board. But many 
everyday challenges and events loom equally large for what they taught me about myself and about human nature in 
our tightly packed and tight-knit shipboard community. Letters written home almost every day along with declassified 
logs from the ship provide a window into life aboard a Navy destroyer. Re-entry to civilian life at the height of the 
Vietnam war illuminates these turbulent times as well as what citizen soldiers/sailors faced in that era.

About the AuthorHenry (Hank) Abernathy is an architect living and working in New York. Hank served on a 
destroyer, the USS Furse (DD 882) from 1966 to 1969 during the Vietnam era. Through letters, declassified logs and 
films he took while on board Hank is uniquely qualified to bring these formative years to life. 


