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John C. Waugh : Sam Bell Maxey and the Confederate Indians (Civil War Campaigns and Commanders 
Series)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sam Bell 
Maxey and the Confederate Indians (Civil War Campaigns and Commanders Series): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Sam Bell Maxey, a phantom of oral history, suddenly became real 
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when this book was discoveredBy William Leo YatesSam Bell Maxey was an uncle to my paternal Grandmother who 
spoke often of him and his adventures. He taught her to break her own horses and ride a saddle with a horn--
unthinkable for a lady before 1900s. In many ways he was a mentor to her, since her own father was a traveling 
salesman. She became the first female denist in Lousiana with a cercuit from Homer and a number of small towns 
including Mendin and to the larger town of Alexandria, Louisiana. Frankly, we grand children thought she was just 
making up these wild stories about Sam Bell Maxey. Only after I was 75 years old, one of my Cousins, Sidney Farr, an 
attorney in Houston, Texas sent to me a photo copy of the first chapter of this book, revealing familiar stories our 
Grandmother had told. His daughter, Nancy acquired a copy in an estate sale and shared it with Sidney. We were both 
amazed. This is my third copy, which I keep to loan out to friends interested in Cival War history. It is a facinating 
book. William Leo Yates7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. The Forgotten Western Theater: An 
Intriguing StoryBy Dr. Victor S. AlpherHaving the good fortune of hearing John C. Waugh at the Austin Civil War 
Roundtable, I discovered this series "Civil War Campaigns and Commanders." They tend to be rather short, an 
evening's read...on less frequently treated topics that are quite intriguing. This volume tells the history of battles and 
participants in the Trans-Mississippi Theater of the War of Northern Aggression, with an emphasis on the participation 
of the "civilized" Indian tribes, mostly located in Oklahoma (Indian Territory), their commanders, and the passing 
through western commands of many "failures" in eastern theatres of the war.This book includes brief biographies 
(about 1.5 to two pages) of many interesting officers (Stand Watie, Sam Bell Maxey, Albert Pike, Douglas H. 
Cooper)--many who were born early in the 1800s, some West Point graduates prior to the beknighted Class of 1846 
(which included Thomas J. Jackson), some of whom lived until late in the 19th century and saw America go from the 
ascendancy of the cotton gin to the Industrial Age!With great accompanying photos, clear maps, and great storytelling, 
this book will leave you wanting to learn more about this rather neglected region of the war, but one no less important 
in many regards for the defining of the nation's future than the more well-known battlefields of Virginia, Maryland, 
and Pennsylvania. Highly recommended!!!!4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Sam Bell Maxey and the 
Confederate IndiansBy Diane M. NottA side of the civil war in the west that you don't hear about. It is nice to read 
about the Confederat side in the west. The confederates did treat the indians lots better than the Union side. An 
excellent story.

General Maxey, dignified, articulate, and confident, arrives in Indian Territory in 1863 to assume command of a 
diverse and motley army of Indians. The troops are in disarray; they are suspicious of tribal alliances, weakened from 
malnutrition, their crops have been pillaged, and they are discouraged by a series of battlefield setbacks at the hands of 
the Union Army invading from Kansas. Maxey calls upon all of his leadership and administrative skills and his insight 
into Indian culture to win the confidence and loyalty of these soldiers. Desperately he fights to secure badly needed 
munitions and provisions from the Confederate bureaucracy, which is focused on the plight of its eastern armies. All 
the while he struggles with his own field commander, the able and ambitious Douglas Cooper, friend of Jefferson 
Davis, who is eager to supplant him. Yet, Maxey perseveres and succeeds in molding this "army without infantry" into 
an effective fighting force that plays an important role in the Red River and Arkansas Campaigns and ultimately helps 
prevent a Union invasion of north Texas. A little known story, dramatically told by a distinguished author.

"an excellent series [that] should be in every Texas school!" -- Empire BooksAbout the AuthorJOHN C. WAUGH is 
no stranger to readers of history. His two books, The Class of 1846: From West Point to Appomattox and Reelecting 
Lincoln: The Battle for the 1864 Presidency, have received numerous awards and much critical acclaim. Waugh, a 
distinguished journalist and editor, has an impressive list of publications to his credit. Waugh retired to Arlington, 
Texas, after a long and noteworthy career as bureau chief and staff correspondent for the Christian Science Monitor. 
His writings have appeared in the New York Times, the Los Angeles Times, the Boston Globe, American Heritage, 
and Civil War Times Illustrated. He is also the author of 20 Good Reasons to Study the Civil War and Sam Bell 
Maxey and the Confederate Indians, other McWhiney Foundation Press titles. 


