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4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Fine account of the battle at Salamis--and what led up to itBy Steven 
PetersonNice addition to the "Campaign" series, yet another of those Osprey series publications that provide a quick 
and dirty look at the subject. The focus here is the critical naval battle of Salamis, which turned back the Persian forces 
that had broken through the thin Spartan line at Thermopylae.The book begins by describing the background to 
Xerxes' invasion of Greece. Then, the book traces the invasion route, culminating in the sacking of Athens. The Greek 
forces then turned to their fleet to protect them from the Persian host.The book then turns to describing the naval 
battle, in which the Persian fleet was wrecked and Greece saved. The book finishes by noting some of the key leaders 
on both sides (including the female admiral on Xerxes' side--Artemesia.Nice brief description of a major battle. . . .0 of 
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0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent Overview of Ancient Naval WarfareBy Mike DillemuthThis 
book gives a great synopsis of the Battle of Salamis. Just as interesting, however, is its coverage of ancient naval 
warfare. The book is well organized and easy to read. The first half deals with the warship of the day, the Trireme. The 
second half focuses on the battle itself.The author, William Shepherd, provides a comprehensive description of both 
ship design and tactics used by these ancient navies. The book includes a schematic of an ancient Trireme. It also has 
several photos of the "Olympias," an experimental Trireme with the Hellenic Navy. The author then included 
information on the weapons and tactics used by these fleets along with a comprehensive Order of Battle.This book 
actually covers two battles. First, the author focuses on the Persian invasion and the Battle of Artemisium. This naval 
battle occurred at the same time as the Battle of Thermopylae. The Greeks fought the Persian fleet to a standstill and 
then withdrew south. This set the stage for the main battle at Salamis.The book has several campaign maps and one 3D 
birds' eye view. These maps are uncluttered and provide the right amount of information. They do a great job of 
adding clarity to what was a chaotic clash of ships.As with all Osprey books, there is a comprehensive chronology and 
the chapter on the opposing commanders is pretty good. The author does a nice job describing the relationship 
between the Greek commanders Eurybiades and Themistocles.All in all, this is a well written book. The campaign is 
clearly laid out for the reader and the author does a great job of describing Trireme warfare. The reader will certainly 
come away with a good understanding of ancient naval combat.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five 
StarsBy John William LewisExcellent

Osprey's study of a crucial battle of the Grerco-Persian Wars (499-449 BC). Weeks after the glorious disaster at 
Thermopylae and heavy but inconclusive fighting at sea off Artemisium, with Athens now in barbarian hands and the 
Acropolis burned, the Greeks dramatically halted the Persian invasion of 480BC. They brought the 600-strong Persian 
fleet to battle with their 350 triremes in the confined waters of the straits of Salamis and, through a combination of 
superior tactics and fighting spirit, won a crushing victory. This drove the Persian navy out of the western Aegean and 
enabled the Hellenic Alliance to combine its manpower in sufficient force to destroy the massive occupying army in 
the following year. Victory over the Persians secured the 5th century flowering of Greek and, in particular, Athenian 
culture and institutions that so influenced the subsequent development of western civilisation.This book draws 
extensively on the findings of archaeological, technological and naval research, as well as on the historical sources to 
vividly recreate one of the most important naval campaigns in world history.
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