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Susan Wiley Hardwick : Russian Refuge: Religion, Migration, and Settlement on the North American Pacific 
Rim  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Russian Refuge: 
Religion, Migration, and Settlement on the North American Pacific Rim: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good write but not comprehensive and becoming datedBy G A 
TolmasAuthor in forward explains reasons for writing book and through that partially explains limitations. The work 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0226316114


covers a large geographic area with multiple migrations covered. If it were to be used as a text, I would placed it in a 
survey course and at the higher level it can be expanded in several different directions depending on interest of study.

In 1987, when victims of religious persecution were finally allowed to leave Russia, a flood of immigrants landed on 
the Pacific shores of North America. By the end of 1992 over 200,000 Jews and Christians had left their homeland to 
resettle in a land where they had only recently been considered "the enemy."Russian Refuge is a comprehensive 
account of the Russian immigrant experience in California, Oregon, Washington, Alaska, and British Columbia since 
the first settlements over two hundred years ago. Susan Hardwick focuses on six little-studied Christian 
groupsBaptists, Pentecostals, Molokans, Doukhobors, Old Believers, and Orthodox believersto study the role of 
religion in their decisions to emigrate and in their adjustment to American culture.Hardwick deftly combines 
ethnography and cultural geography, presenting narratives and other data collected in over 260 personal interviews 
with recent immigrants and their family members still in Russia. The result is an illuminating blend of geographic 
analysis with vivid portrayals of the individual experience of persecution, migration, and adjustment.Russian Refuge 
will interest cultural geographers, historians, demographers, immigration specialists, and anyone concerned with this 
virtually untold chapter in the story of North American ethnic diversity.


