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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four of the bestBy Jeffrey HuntingtonThis is a good summary of 
four of the best-known rebellions in Russia, out of the many hundreds that actually occurred. The reader should be 
warned that authorities do not necessarily agree on the course of events, and most accounts are politically 
tendentious.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. In-depth and fascinatingBy Mark SchaussDr. Avrich, 
who was my Russian history professor in 1976-77, has once again done a masterful job in telling the story of the four 
massive rebellions in the time of serfdom. He goes in-depth into the causes as well as the outcomes of the revolts. 
Unlike a number of other Russian historians, he does his homework and delivers an unbiased representation of the 
rebellions led by Bolotnikov, Razin, Bulavin and Pugachev.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Muscovite power in 1600-1800By Bartok KinskiThis is a fantastic read on specific dates in Russian history, whereby 
four principal characters rebelled against the Muscovite power in 1600-1800. Additional sociological perspectives are 
added to the military, geographic and cultural as well.Further reading:The Russian Civil War 1918-22 (Essential 
Histories) by David Bullock (Paperback)Russia's Steppe Frontier: The Making of a Colonial Empire, 1500-1800 by 
Michael Khodarkovsky

“Paul Avrich’s latest book is an admirable blend of serious scholarship and appealing writing. His purpose is to tell the 
story of popular uprisings in Russia in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, with particular emphasis on those led 
by Bolotnikov, Razin, Bulavin, and Pugachev. To do so, he has made careful and intelligent use of a large body of 
published materials and from them has woven a lively and engrossing narrative. More than that, drawing on the 
previous work of Hobsbawm and others, he has offered perceptive explanations of the outbreak, course, and outcome 
of each revolt. Throughout the work, the author compares the principal revolts and searches, above all, for a general 
characterization of the tradition of mass revolt in premodern Russia.” ?Robert O. Crummey, Yale University in 
Journal of Modern History The aim of this book is to unravel the tangled story of the four revolts, to examine their 
nature, course, and outcome, and to analyze their ultimate historical significance. Who were the rebels? What were 
their motives, social origins, and modes of behavior? What did they want and what did they achieve? Such are the 
questions this work will try to answer. Comparisons between the revolts will be made throughout the text, and 
especially in the concluding section of each chapter, while a final chapter will evaluate the overall significance of the 
revolts and their impact on the subsequent history of Russia. In particular, an effort will be made to determine the 
extent to which they foreshadowed the revolutions of 1905 and 1917, which so profoundly affected the course of 
contemporary history.

From the Back CoverThis is one of the few books in a Western language devoted to the social history of the 
dispossessed and disaffected masses in Russia before the nineteenth century...An intelligent rendering of the social 
history of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. 


