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Woodford McClellan : Russia: The Soviet Period and After (4th Edition)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Russia: The Soviet Period and After (4th Edition): 

2 of 6 people found the following review helpful. There are better books aroundBy gryzuny@worldnet.att.netThis 
book has been touted as a good way to introduce readers to the history of twentieth-century Russia. In fact, however, 
there are many other better books that deal with this period that are available to readers. The chief problem with 
McClellan's book is that it perpetuates myths and stereotypes about Russia that should have been discredited long ago. 
Its style at times reminds one of either Cold War studies of Russia or of romantic treatments of Russian culture. If the 
purpose of introductory surveys of Russian history is to correct misperceptions as well as to educate, this book fails. 
Readers would be much better served by Hosking's First Socialist Society, Riasanovsky's History of Russia, or even 
Hedrick Smith's New Russians.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. An excellent IntroductionBy 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0136466133


karpatenI have read the book and intend to use in 2006 for my class in Modern Russian history. It is crisply written 
and a good framework for the other readings. In my view and experience, most of the carping against McClellan 
comes from the pro-Stalin crowd, the same revisionists who also attack Robert Conquest, Klehr and the other scholars 
who realized the true nature of the Stalinist regime.0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Russia: The 
Soviet Period and After (4th edition)By B. AlfordOkay. I had to have for a college course. If your interested in Russia 
it isn't bad.

This up-to-date history of Russia — from the cataclysmic events of 1917 to the uncertain, explosive present — is 
based on the latest findings of scholars from Russia and the West. The book reflects the author's own extensive 
research in many Russian archival collections during more than two dozen lengthy visits. Featuring a smooth, yet 
strong narrative that captures the excitement of Russian history, it avoids excessive concentration on today's events or 
politics. Focusing throughout on the history of the peoples of Russia — including the national minorities — and going 
beyond the often dry political and economic history, this book explores how the people live and have lived — 
including the nature of their aspirations and problems. For anyone interested in the Russian history and culture. 

From the PublisherA history of Russia since 1917, this text focuses on the history of the peoples of Russia -- not just 
Russians, but also the national minorities -- and goes beyond the often dry political and economic history to explore 
how the people live, what their aspirations and problems are.From the Back CoverThis up-to-date history of Russia — 
from the cataclysmic events of 1917 to the uncertain, explosive present — is based on the latest findings of scholars 
from Russia and the West. The book reflects the author's own extensive research in many Russian archival collections 
during more than two dozen lengthy visits. Featuring a smooth, yet strong narrative that captures the excitement of 
Russian history, it avoids excessive concentration on today's events or politics. Focusing throughout on the history of 
the peoples of Russia — including the national minorities — and going beyond the often dry political and economic 
history, this book explores how the people live and have lived — including the nature of their aspirations and 
problems. For anyone interested in the Russian history and culture. 


