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Prit Buttar : Russia's Last Gasp: The Eastern Front 1916–17 (General Military)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Russia's Last Gasp: The Eastern Front 1916–17 
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9 of 9 people found the following review helpful. this effort shines a nice light on an area of history that most of ...By 
Feldmar TwomblebeeA larger font would have helped but, overall, this effort shines a nice light on an area of history 
that most of us have little knowledge of, I recommend you read the earlier books in the series to better grasp where 
this one takes off.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Can't Miss Read on WWI's Eastern FrontBy 
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RandyHave read the first two of Mr. Buttar's series on the Eastern front WWI. This may be the best one as far as 
gaining an understanding of the commanders and the difficulties they faced. Much of this about the Russian 
commanders and their lack of a planning staff and the lack of artillery coordination and air reconnaissance. Also, some 
very good insights on the Austro-Hungarian army captured in the commentaries of German officers who served with 
them. In short, commanding troops with whom you cannot communicate with by language does not make for an 
efficient command structure. This volume is primarily about the Brusilov offensive and the conquest of Romania. 
Have never read about the Romanian campaign in greater detail than in this volume. Much from the diary of Erwin 
Rommel. The Brusilov portion is very well done as well. Brusilov may have been the only thinker worth a damn in the 
entire army. The story of the lack of support he received is well told. And, the mismanagement of the Guards "Special 
Army" commanded by one of Nicholas II's toadies, is also worth investing time in this volume.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Title a tad misleadingBy The DeputyFirst off, this was an incredibly interesting work, well 
written, rich in detail without being boring nor redundant as some war histories can be. The tensions between Germany 
and Austria-Hungary were more detailed and intriguing than the discussions if Russia and the Tsar' s army. I 
appreciated the balanced approach, but the title leads the reader to think this book is primarily about the Russian 
experience. One of the best parts of the book was about the Romanian campaign, which really didn't involve the 
Russian army at all, save the outcome. Overall, this added great content to the many other WWI books I gave read and 
recommend it strongly.

In Russia's Last Gasp, Prit Buttar looks at one of the bloodiest campaigns launched in the history of warfare--the 
Brusilov Offensive, sometimes known as the June Advance. With British, French and German forces locked in a 
stalemate in the trenches of the Western Front, an attack was launched by the massed Russian armies to the east. The 
assault was intended to knock Austria-Hungary out of the war and divert German troops from the Western Front, 
easing the pressure on Russia's allies. Russia's dismal military performance in the preceding years was forgotten, as the 
Brusilov Offensive was quickly characterized by innovative tactics. Most impressive of all was the Russian use of 
shock troops, a strategy that German armies would later use to great effect in the final years of the war.Drawing on 
first-hand accounts and detailed archival research Buttar gives a dramatic retelling of final years of the war on the 
Eastern Front, with the Russian Army claiming military success at a cost so high that it was never able to recover.


