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Andrei P. Tsygankov : Russia's Foreign Policy: Change and Continuity in National Identity  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Russia's Foreign Policy: Change and 
Continuity in National Identity: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Good bookBy superstarThis book is very good, especially to those 
who are interested in Russia's foreign policy since the 80s. The book make connection between the internal political 
situation, ideologies inside Russia and its implications on it's foreign policy. The book examines the different 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1442220015


approaches to the status of Russia and to the foreign policy it should take, in the eyes of the different organizations of 
the Russian political spectrum such as Pragmatists, Statists, Conservatives, Nationalists, Liberals etc.2 of 2 people 
found the following review helpful. Not only it gives a great theoretical framework to think about Russian foreign 
policyBy NikOne of the most elaborate theory of Russian politics that have ever been presented. The book draws on 
the constructivist tradition of the international relations school to explain shifts in Russian politics starting from the 
early 1990s up to the present time. Not only it gives a great theoretical framework to think about Russian foreign 
policy, but also provides a detailed account of the country's international moves throughout the post-Cold War period. 
A must-read for students and profs. of Russian politics.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great book 
by very competent authorBy X. Z.Great book by very competent author. Though, There is a new edition of this book 
that is more up to date.

Now fully updated and revised, this clear and comprehensive text explores the past quarter-century of Soviet/Russian 
international relations, comparing foreign policy formation under Gorbachev, Yeltsin, Putin, and Medvedev. 
Challenging conventional views of Moscow’s foreign policy, Andrei P. Tsygankov shows that definitions of national 
interest depend on visions of national identity and is rooted both in history and domestic politics. Yet the author also 
highlights the role of the external environment in affecting the balance of power among competing domestic groups. 
Drawing on both Russian and Western sources, Tsygankov shows how Moscow’s policies have shifted under different 
leaders’ visions of Russia’s national interests. He gives an overview of the ideas and pressures that motivated Russian 
foreign policy in six different periods: the Gorbachev era of the late 1980s, the liberal “Westernizers” era under 
Kozyrev in the early 1990s, the relatively hardline statist policy under Primakov, the more pragmatic statist course 
under Putin, the assertive policy of the late Putin era, and the return to pragmatic cooperation under Medvedev. 
Evaluating the successes and failures of Russia’s foreign policies, Tsygankov explains its many turns as Russia’s 
identity and interaction with the West have evolved. The book concludes with reflections on the emergence of the post-
Western world and the challenges it presents to Russia’s enduring quest for great-power status along with its desire for 
a special relationship with Western nations.
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