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Russell Bova : Russia and Western Civilization: Cutural and Historical Encounters  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Russia and Western Civilization: Cutural and 
Historical Encounters: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent Overview for the Russian Studies StudentBy 
KinoChelovekI bought this at a local bookstore as a supplement to my Russian studies. I was definitely not 
disappointed.The multi-authored text is well-written and respectably written. The complexities of Russian culture are 
made interesting and easy to understand by the authors. Dr. Bova compiles some truly excellent writing that even a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0765609770


high schooler can understand. It's not highly-technical writing. It gets to the point and analyzes art, literature, politics, 
religion, and history without getting into high scholarly language. "Keep it simple" works with this book.I highly 
recommend as a supplement. I would even recommend as a textbook for a 100-level cultures class. It helped me 
greatly for at least four Russian studies classes. One downfall is that the Index is not really thorough. I'm sure that 
those with PhDs will probably find problems in the book - I do not have a PhD in Russian studies (at least, not yet).4 
1/2 of 5. I recommend it.

This volume introduces readers to an age-old question that has perplexed both Russians and Westerners. Is Russia the 
eastern flank of Europe? Or is it really the heartland of another civilization? In exploring this question, the authors 
present a sweeping survey of cultural, religious, political, and economic developments in Russia, especially over the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Based on the inter-disciplinary Russian studies program at Dickinson College, this 
splendid collection will complement many curricula. The text features highlight boxes and selected illustrations. Each 
chapter ends with a glossary, study questions, and a reading list.

""This is a well-organized and expertly written interdisciplinary survey of major cultural trends in Russia, covering 
topic as varied as the foundations of Russian Orthodoxy, music and literature, politics, and contemporary youth 
culture. Russia and Western Civilization "is an excellent resource for college courses. The informative chapters, 
written in a clear style, are accessible to students at all levels, while lists of suggested readings should satisfy more 
advanced students and scholars who want to continue their inquiry." 


