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Geoffrey Hosking : Russia and the Russians: A History, Second Edition  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Russia and the Russians: A History, Second Edition: 

8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Complete history from pre-imperial Rus to Putin's Russian 
FederationBy William A. HeideckerOne of the best written books I’ve read and I’m an avid reader as well as someone 
who has always had an interest in Russia. The book is a joy to read. It is lengthy (622 pages plus notes and index). At 
this particular time (summer 2014), understanding Russian history and culture makes it easier to understand the basis 
for the Russian government’s actions and this book certainly does that. My only criticism is that Hosking uses Russian 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0674061950


words (e.g., artel), which he defines once, but then re-uses the words. I understand the author’s desire to use Russian 
words, some of which don’t always clearly translate into English, but a vocabulary appendix would help. I found it 
useful to build my own with the help of a Russian dictionary.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Informative and detailed.By VeronicaThe book ranges from every peace of history from Russia reaching from their 
farthest beginnings of Russia to the outcomes on the fall of the Soviet Union. In the very beginning it also describes 
Russia's geographical/agricultural status and then moves on to their steady development. I would highly recommend 
this book to anyone; whether you are doing research or just interested in history.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Everything I Never even Knew I wanted to Know about Russia and the Soviet Union.By Robert W. 
HarrisThis is a very readable and enjoyable book about every aspect of Russian Historyfrom the beginning of time 
through the collapse of the Soviet Union. This book explains the if-then phenomena of Russian and Slavic history.

Hosking follows the country’s history from the Slavs’ first emergence in the historical record in the sixth century C.E. 
to the Russians’ persistent appearances in today’s headlines. The second edition covers the presidencies of Vladimir 
Putin and Dmitrii Medvedev and the struggle to make Russia a viable functioning state for all its citizens.
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