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Eric J. Wittenberg : Rush's Lancers: The Sixth Pennsylvania Cavalry in the Civil War  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Rush's Lancers: The Sixth Pennsylvania 
Cavalry in the Civil War: 

8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Well Done!By James W. DurneyRegimental histories require a great 
deal of an author. There is the temptation to get lost in the details of daily life and produce a 19th Century soap opera. 
This is a history of personal hope, disappointment, unrequited love, lust and ambition that wears most readers out. 
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Regiments have a limited view of major battles, producing a limited view of the war raging around them. Fewer still, 
actually have a defining moment around which the author can build the story. An author that accepts these challenges 
must love the regiment. This produces a new set of problems as the author may expect the reader to share their passion 
and be unwilling to produce a "warts n all" history. In these cases, the glass is always half full until the reader tires of 
how great they were statements. The brigade is becoming the unit history currently in favor. Being the operational unit 
on the battlefield, the brigade is more involved, more likely to see major action and reach that defining moment. Civil 
War readers have been blessed by the publication of a number of good brigade histories.I approached this book with 
turpitude. Following Wittenberg's work, I know this is "his regiment" and worried he might lose some of his critical 
eye. I feared the book would get lost in daily life, politics of regimental elections and details of horsemanship. I was 
unsure if cavalry regiment would have sufficient battles to make an interesting book. My fears all prove 
groundless.The regiment/brigade problem is solved by always placing the regiment within the brigade. The result is a 
detailed account of the regiment's fighting within an account of the brigade's action. This keeps the reader in the battle 
without losing the contribution made by the regiment. The reader is kept very aware of the overall situation, which in 
turn introduces the regiment's reaction. This allows for an intelligent development of the story making an easy 
enjoyable read.This is not a 19th century soap opera but a good account of the raising, training and life in a Civil War 
cavalry regiment. Early on, in a "wouldn't it be nice to have" the men are armed with a nine foot lance from the 
Napoleonic wars. This lance, gave them their name while making them the butt of numerous jokes. A long series of 
skirmishes, battles and campaigns showed these men to be an outstanding regiment. Brigaded with the regular Army 
cavalry, this volunteer regiment exceeded all the service requirements until accepted as equals.This was a very active 
regiment; the list of actions is four pages long, with one of the highest casualty rates among cavalry regiments. While 
we are not pulled through the mud for every action, the book has enough detail for us to understand the evolution of 
the Union Cavalry from little more than targets to the dominate force on the battlefield. We participate in that process 
moving from messengers to warriors and graduating at Brandy Station. Mr. Wittenberg has extensive knowledge of 
cavalry operations and limitations. He places that knowledge to good use by showing us how difficult life was for a 
cavalryman and his horse.I have given the book only four stars because I feel it is not the equal of "Plenty of Blame to 
Go Around" or "The of Battle of Monroe's Crossroads" but will not argue with those that feel this is a five star book 
too.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. easy to readBy Noseguard76well researched, easy to read, 
compelling account about a hard fighting Regiment.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. rushes lancersBy 
Eduardo Fantasticothis book is exceptional in its detailed content. i am enjoying the reed, the book came to me quickly 
and is like brand new.thank you so much sincerly ed cavallucci

Eric Wittenberg tells the unique story of one of the most respected regiments of the American Civil War - the Sixth 
Pennsylvania Cavalry, an entirely volunteer outfit both accepted and admired by their regular counterparts.

About the AuthorEric Wittenberg is an author of several acclaimed books on the subject of the American Civil War. 


