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John Thomas Ambrosi : Route 15 to Gettysburg: A Journey before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Route 15 to Gettysburg: A Journey:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Very enjoyable readingBy Callinl have traveled to Gettysburg
many, many times. | have a nephew who livesin the area and when staying with him, I just go toGettysburg both for
the battlefield and the village itself. Over 15 years | have seen it all in Gettysburg, and over the 4th of July,it's both
crowded and exciting, but | like to just walk around and see al the uniforms worn on the streets. In the colder
weatherit's much quieter, but the best time to see the battlefield.Route 15 (future 199 north of Williamsport) has
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changed and I'm sure travelers like the quick route north/south, but we just wiz buythe more interesting spots. Sort of
like route 66, you have to look for the old parts of 15 which have been fractured by the4 lane. The author mixes various
experiences from grade school to college to the Marine corpsin an interesting way. Some of theearly stories remind
me of Jean Shepherd's writings of growing up in his hometown of Hammond, Indiana.l read the book in a couple of
days, which means | enjoyed it...1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Shared JourneyBy farnsworthAfter
moving to Rochester 10 years ago from Canada, some of our family's first roadtrips were down Rte 15 to take in
popular events like the Little League World Series in Williamsport PA, or to visit the museums and battlefields of
Gettysburg. | have also travelled the route for work, but have never taken the time to get off the main roads to
investigate the small attractions - the family owned restaurants, bars, cemeteries etc., which make up a community's
soul. | am grateful that the author made the effort, and had the gererosity to weave his vibrant personal history into that
of the region, which has been sterilized by time and textbook writers. More than just the "road less traveled”, Mr.
Ambrosi's feet seem to obey Jogi Berra's mantra, that "if you cometo afork in the road, takeit". A very enjoyable
read.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. A Great Road TripBy Shepl am a Marine and a student of
history. | have visited Gettysburg many times, but the trip with this author is especially entertaining. The professional
historian and the casual visitor to Gettysburg will both appreciate this unique look at the battle, the town in which
combatants fought it, and the highway thousands of people travel on their pilgrimage to the hallowed place. As with
Confederatesin the Attic, you don't have to be a Civil War expert to like this book. | highly recommend this part
memoir, part travelogue, part commentary, which is beautifully set in the context of the greatest military engagement
on the North American continent. A must for both Civil War buffs and someone who just enjoys agood read. The
author is aformer Marine and business executive. His writing is crisp, humorous, and thoughtful. At timesitis
poignant and a bit sad. The book is more like chatting about past visitsto Gettysburg with an old friend than it isa
history text.His narrative is colorful. His descriptive prose brings the places and eventsto life. Y ou can amost smell
Dan Sickle's cigar smoke as he is carted off the field after receiving his horrific wound. Y ou can feel the power
emanating from Winfield Scott Hancock as he takes magnificent control of the Union effort and prevents disaster. The
author weaves atale of his own experiencesin life, both the bad and the good, in the military and in civilian life, with
the experiences of both the soldiers and generals who fought at Gettysburg. He also takes a particularly interesting and
unexpected turn describing the lives of the good, hard-working people who live aong Route 15 in New Y ork and
Pennsylvania, and also those that make Gettysburg the place it istoday.He delves a bit into why our society still
grapples with the echoes of the Civil War. He looks at that through the eyes of someone who knows. His experiences
and observationsin and around his hometown of Rochester, New Y ork, the northern terminus of Route 15, tell us that
segregation--the insidious segregation of economic and social choice--is till a powerful force in shaping the America
we love. The ghosts of questions that caused two great armies to struggle at Gettysburg still haunt us today.

Over aperiod of 30 years and many journeys along Route 15, the author integrates his own life lessons as an officer of
Marines with the experiences of the foot soldiers and generals who fought at Gettysburg. With introspection,
observation and a bit of humor, he provides a fresh perspective on some of Gettysburg's famous personalities. His
backdrops are the northern portion of awell known Rust Belt byway, the tiny Pennsylvaniatown and countless five
hour car rides. He is accompanied on his travels by awife indifferent to military history, ayoung child in the backseat,
friends and siblings tagging along and the wonderful strangers they meet along the way.

About the AuthorJohn Thomas Ambrosi is aformer business executive and U.S. Marine. He is currently a consultant,
specializing in telecommunications public policy. He blogs for Messenger Post Media. He livesin Pittsford, New
Y ork with hiswife Jill and son Jack.



