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H. V. Traywick. Jr. : Road Gang: A Memoir of Engineer Service in Vietnam  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Road Gang: A Memoir of Engineer Service in Vietnam: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A great read about a little known subject in Vietnam.By Jim 
Dittrich, Maumelle, ARIf you have any interest in engineering or the Vietnam War this is a great book. It's also a great 
book on leadership under difficult conditions.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 1969 RVN from 
Engineer Officer Point of ViewBy anderVery worth reading if you also were there; or want insight into what RVN 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0990368785


was like in 1969.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. This book is a very good and fast readBy Kenneth 
FeadorHaving been a two tour combat engineer from late 68 to mid 70s, I served with the 70th Engineer Battalion, 
Company B. We were with the 131st. Light equipment Company, National Guard from Vermont. We were at Camp 
Swampy, our compound and rock quarry. We kept up over 20 miles of QL 20 open with 5+ bridges and culverts. The 
story told by the author hit home and was so close to what we went thru for over a year. The equipment was much the 
same and I was proud of my D7E dozer. As in this story, our days were filled with the dust of the Central Highlands. 
We built bridges and rebuilt them several weeks later after having them blown up by the VC. A never ending battle. 
As with him, many of the Enlisted men and several Officers wrote of our own life in country. Both "Incoming" and 
"Incoming, Men of the 70th" tell of the same incidents. This book is a very good and fast read. Two thumbs up for 
telling the real story of the upper level problems faced by line companies.

INTRODUCTION In the summer of 1969 young American men were being sent to Vietnam to fight in a war that 
many felt had lost its meaning. The “Vietnamization” of the war had just begun and US troop units were being 
withdrawn and replaced by units of the Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN.) The author of Road Gang was one 
of those arriving “in country” to serve a year’s tour of duty during this period of transition. The heart of his narrative is 
an account of his service as the commander of an Army Engineer company engaged in the construction of a section of 
the Main Supply Route (MSR) to the 1st Air Cavalry Division, but his other experiences are touched on as well - 
including service with the 82nd Airborne Division at Phu Loi, and duty as an Engineer reconnaissance officer on the 
Cambodian border. This work offers a glimpse of the Army Engineers and some of the work they did in the Vietnam 
conflict. The focus is on the officers and men of “The Road Gang” - D Company, 34th Engineer Battalion, 20th 
Engineer Brigade - and the road they built, but this straightforward narrative transcends the simple memoir. Behind it 
lies a portrait of the poisoned political atmosphere of the times, the mortality of an army, and the end of an era. H. V. 
Traywick, Jr. Richmond, Virginia October 2014 
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received the Bronze Star. After his return, he wandered in search of the Truth, and ended by making a career as a 
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