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Angus Konstam : River Plate 1939: The sinking of the Graf Spee (Campaign)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised River Plate 1939: The sinking of the Graf Spee 
(Campaign): 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. A great series of books.By George R. BlairI really like these Osprey 
books. I taught U.S. History for 20 years at both the high school junior college level. My interest in U.S History has 
given me a passing interest in many events that occur in world history, such as this famous sea battle early in WW2. I 
became interested in this event when I saw the old movie called "The Pursuit of the Graf Spee". I find myself wanting 
to know more about these events, but not in the same amount of depth as I need for events that I teach. These books 
are the perfect balance between depth of narrative, photos, and charts. This series is not intended for dedicated 
historians researching great events, rather they are intended for casual historians who want to know about major 
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events, their background, and how they influenced history. I have a number of the books by Osprey and I have enjoyed 
every one of them. Recommended for anyone who wants to know just a little bit more about famous events.6 of 7 
people found the following review helpful. How to trap a pocket battleship...By HMS WarspiteThe German pocket 
battleship Graf Spee waged war against British commerce in the South Atlantic from the outbreak of war in September 
1939. Operating in conjunction with the supply ship Altmark, Graf Spee employed deception, tactical excellence and 
good intelligence to stay one step ahead of the British Royal Navy for weeks. Commodore Harwood's South Atlantic 
squadron finally brought Graf Spee to fateful battle off South America's River Plate in December 1939."River Plate 
1939" is an Osprey Campaign Series book, authored by Angus Konstam, with illustrations by Tony Bryan. The author 
gets a lot of interest out of a relatively short story, describing in detail both the tactics of the Graf Spee and the 
challenge for its adversaries in tracking it down in a large ocean. The final battle is described in considerable detail, 
highlighting the seamanship and undoubted bravery of both sides. The text is nicely supplemented with a good 
selection of maps, battle diagrams, period photographs, and illustrations. This is an interesting historical account, well 
told and well recommended.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very readableBy DLWRead entire book 
in one sitting, about 4 hours. Recommend highly. I'm sure there are books that go into more detail but this one fit my 
desire for an afternoon's read.

Days before the outbreak of World War II, a handful of German commerce raiders put out to sea to prey on Allied 
merchantmen. Among them was the Panzerschiffe ("armored ship") Graf Spee, a formidable warship that boasted the 
firepower of a battleship, but had the size, speed, and range of a cruiser. When World War II commenced, the Graf 
Spee, under the command of Captain Langsdorff, began a hunting spree across the South Atlantic and the Indian 
Ocean that eventually took her to the River Plate in search of her next victim--an Allied convoy. Instead, she found 
three Royal Navy cruisers under the command of Commodore Harwood, eager to put an end to the "pocket battleship" 
that had been terrorizing Allied merchant ships.Featuring full color artwork, archive photographs, and meticulous 
research, this comprehensive volume explores the thrilling story behind the Battle of the River Plate, an engagement 
that unquestionably demonstrated the effectiveness of British seapower and diplomacy on an international stage.

"This volume is certainly useful as an overall introduction to the wartime activities of the Graf Spee, and would also 
make a great gift for a budding naval enthusiast." - Warship International"If you are a fan of things nautical or just 
interested in this particular event, then this is a book for you." - Modelling Madness"Highly recommended. . . . I 
learned a lot from this book, and I think you would too." - IPMS/USAAbout the AuthorAngus Konstam hails from the 
Orkney Islands, and is the author of over 50 books, 30 published by Osprey. He has written several books on piracy, 
including The History of Pirates, and Blackbeard: America's Most Notorious Pirate. A former naval officer and 
museum professional, he worked as the Curator of Weapons at the Tower of London and as the Chief Curator of the 
Mel Fisher Maritime Museum in Key West, Florida. He now works as a full-time author and historian, and lives in 
Edinburgh, Scotland.Tony Bryan is a freelance illustrator of many years' experience who lives and works in Dorset. 
He initially qualified in Engineering and worked for a number of years in Military Research and Development, and has 
a keen interest in military hardware--armor, small arms, aircraft and ships. Tony has produced many illustrations for 
partworks, magazines and books, including a number of titles in the New Vanguard series. 


