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Thirty years before Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, the antislavery movement won itsfirst victory in
the British Parliament. On August 1, 1834, the Abolition of Slavery Bill took effect, ending colonial slavery
throughout the British Empire. Over the next three decades, "August First Day," aso known as "West India Day" and
"Emancipation Day," became the most important annual celebration of emancipation among people of African descent
in the northern United States, the British Caribbean, Canada West, and the United Kingdom and played acritical role
in popular maobilization against American slavery. In Rites of August First, J. R. Kerr-Ritchie provides the first
detailed analysis of the origins, nature, and consequences of thisimportant commemoration that helped to shape the
age of Anglo-American emancipation.Combining social, cultural, and political history, Kerr-Ritchie discusses the
ideological and cultural representations of August First Day in print, oratory, and visual images. Spanning the Western
hemisphere, Kerr-Ritchie's study successfully unravels the cultural politics of emancipation celebrations, analyzing the
social practicesinformed by public ritual, symbol, and spectacle designed to elicit feelings of common identity among
blacksin the Atlantic World. Rites of August First shows how and why the commemorative events changed between
British emancipation and the freeing of slaves in the United States a generation later, while also examining the
connections among local, regional, and international commemorations.While shedding light on an important black
institution that has been long ignored, Rites of August First also contributes to the broader study of emancipation and
black Atlantic identity. Its transnational approach challengeslocal and national narratives that have largely shaped
previous investigations of these questions. Kerr-Ritchie shows how culture and community were truly political at this
important historical moment and, most broadly, how politics and culture converge and profoundly influence each other.

From the Back Cover"Rites of August First is an absorbing and meticulous study that documents the impact of British
Caribbean emancipation in 1834 on the drive to abolish slavery in the United States.” -- The Public Historian"Kerr-
Ritchie provides a sophisticated study of the celebration of August First Day in the West Indies, Canada, the US, and
Britain." -- Choice"Rites of August First will prove avaluable resource for anyone interested in the history of the
abolition movement, black culture, or the formation of transatlantic and transnational cultures in the nineteenth
century." -- Canadian Journal of Historyln Rites of August First, J. R. Kerr-Ritchie provides the first detailed analysis
of the origins, nature, and consequences of August First Day -- the most important annual celebration of the
emancipation of colonial slavery throughout the British Empire. Spanning the Western hemisphere, Kerr-Ritchie's
study successfully unravels the cultural politics of emancipation celebrations, analyzing the social practices informed
by public ritual, symbol, and spectacle designed to elicit feelings of common identity among blacks in the Atlantic
world.J. R. Kerr -Ritchie is an associate professor of history at Howard University in Washington, D.C., and the author
of Freedpeople in the Tobacco South: Virginia, 1860--1900.About the AuthorJ. R. Kerr-Ritchie is an associate
professor of history at Howard University in Washington, D.C., and the author of Freedpeople in the Tobacco South:
Virginia, 1860--1900.



