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George F. Amadon : Rise of the Ironclads  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Rise of the Ironclads: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. A MUST for Civil War buffs!By A CustomerThis books does an 
excellent job of explaining the struggle between the Union and Confederate navies. England was very supportive of 
the Confederacy at the beginning of the Civil War, providing the Southerners with food, clothing, medicine, and the 
tools of war. Then the blockade of Southern ports by the wooden Union Navy became more effective. The 
Confederacy considered this act to be evil and cruel because it denied women and children the necessities of life. The 
secret conversion of the U.S.S. MERRIMACK to the ironclad C.S.S. VIRGINIA was considered to be a God-given 
means by which the wooden ship blockade could be broken, allowing necessary supplies to flow once again from 
Great Britain. The short-lived success of the VIRGINIA ended with the arrival of the U.S.S. MONITOR. The success 
of the MONITOR changed naval architecture and tactics for navies around the world. George Amadon's book provides 
an excellent analysis of naval strategies of the time, these ships, and the great battle between them.5 of 5 people found 
the following review helpful. It made the past real and exciting and "now".By A CustomerI really enjoyed this book. I 
expected something dry and booring and found an exciting and facinating story that captures the impact on the world 
of this brand new technology. Amadon reflect his own enthusiasm for the topic and and the reader ends up sharing that 
joy at being at the place where the world would change forever.
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George Amadon's Rise of the Ironclads discusses the design conversion, manufacture, design problems, and operating 
features of the warships U. S. S. Monitor and U. S. S. Merrimack (later captured by the Confederates and renamed the 
C. S. S. Virginia). It demonstrates the complete havoc wrought on northern wooden ships by the C. S. S. Virginia at 
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Hampton Roads and relates the confrontation of the Monitor and the Virginia (Merrimack). Rise of the Ironclads will 
be of special interest to Civil War and naval history buffs. -- Midwest Book 


