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Kirk Kirkland : Rhoda: A Story Based on the Life and Times of Rhoda Elizabeth Waller Kilcrease Gibbes 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Rhoda: A Story Based 
on the Life and Times of Rhoda Elizabeth Waller Kilcrease Gibbes: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Olustee GalBy amy bullardI loved this book and I love the man who 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1475992394


wrote this book for sharing his memories and history. Thank you so much Mr Clarence 'Kirk' Kirkland! Olustee folks 
love you and you will always hold a special place in our hearts. Mrs Clemytee said, "He even mentioned coonhead in 
it". She said she kept going back and reading parts over, afraid she had missed something. She wished her brother, 
Vern, could have read it. We are awaiting the book signing. Must be at the Depot, yes sir, but of course!0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. A wonderful book about my great-great grandmotherBy Theodore W. Gage, Jr.A 
wonderful book about my great-great grandmother. Many thanks to Mr. Kirkland for his work writing this book where 
I learned several new facts about my ancestors.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A good historical 
readBy Toby R. MadisonThis book was written by a gentleman who was born in north-central Florida and really 
knows the area and its history. Anyone interested in the history of this part of Florida and this particular woman will 
surely enjoy delving into the contents. I highly recommend it. I believe this is the author's first book, yet he writes 
professionally.

Rhoda is just eighteen when her family arranges for her to marry a wealthy and powerful plantation owner from 
Quincy, Florida, in 1853. Rhoda quickly adjusts to life on a plantation with 160 slaves, but it takes more time getting 
used to her husband, William. The couple grows closer with time, and William promises Rhoda she "can have the 
moon" if she gives him a son. On Jan. 15, 1858, she gives birth to Albert Waller Gilchrist, who will eventually become 
Florida's governor. Mary Elizabeth is born the next year. Not long after, however, Rhoda finds herself a young widow. 
While she is still coping with William's death, another tragedy strikes; Rhoda's daughter dies of illness two years after 
her husband. In the fall of 1862, in the midst of the Civil War, she discovers a new love when she meets Captain James 
Barrow, who is fighting for the Southern cause. When he asks her to marry him, she stalls, but she already knows the 
answer will be "yes" Throughout her life, she never loses her fighting spirit, remembering where she comes from and 
stays true to her ideals. Based on the true story of Rhoda Elizabeth Waller Kilcrease Gibbes, this biographical 
narrative describes how her life in and around Quincy, Florida, took her indomitable spirit to the heights of leadership 
in Florida society.
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