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Robert D. Ballard, Rick Archbold : Return to Midway  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Return to Midway: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The Turning Point.By CustomerThe battle of Midway in 1942, must 
be seen as one of the truly decisive battles of WW11. In one encounter the overwhelming japanese naval strenght in 
carrier warfare was shattered. The pacific war would never be the same for the japanese naval forces. Admiral 
Yamamoto's impressive string of victories came to an end. He saw this possible for himself when he worked in 
America. He knew that Japan had only one chance to win, and that chance was extinguished at Midway. After that 
battle, the pacific war went our way. The carrier Yorktown was lost in that battle, but the ghost from the depths was 
seen again, courtesy of modern naval acheological sciences. She was amazing intact, after over fifty years on the ocean 
floor. A proud ship forever remembered with pride. JRV1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great 
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bookBy ford77Return to Midway is a great book. Ballard did an excellent job as always of covering the history of the 
Yorktown and the Battle of Midway which was the turning point of the war in the Pacific.The photos were compelling 
and well done. I would like to have seen more photos of the Yorktown in her current state though. Book was in 
excellent condition and shipping was quick. I met Dr Ballard recently and had him sign it. I now have a signed copy of 
this wonderful book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy chasgreat book great price

Provides an account of the 1942 battle of Midway and the high-tech hunt for the lost ships fifty-six years later.

.com On the morning of June 7, 1942, six months to the day after the attack on Pearl Harbor, the USS Yorktown 
"turned over on her port side and sank in about 3,000 fathoms of water with all battle flags flying." Many of her men 
watched from the decks of the Vireo, the Benham, the Hughes, and the Hammann, weeping as the Old Lady went 
down. The Battle of Midway was finally over. Though the Yorktown was lost, the battle was won--what John Keegan 
has called "as great a reversal of strategic fortune as the naval world has ever seen." From that point on, the Japanese 
remained primarily on the defensive at sea. On the morning of May 19, 1998, Robert D. Ballard stared into a video 
monitor hoping for a glimpse of metal on the bottom of the sea. "Thar she blows! Bingo!" After almost three weeks 
out, painstakingly scanning the ocean floor with high-altitude sonar, and many months of research and planning, 
Ballard and his crew had spotted the Yorktown some three miles down. The wreck was in remarkably good condition: 
"It was as if we had stumbled on the ship a few minutes after it made its death plunge." In Return to Midway, Ballard 
weaves a compelling narrative, blending the story of the famous battle with his battle to find the sunken ships--the 
Yorktown and the USS Hammann, as well as four Japanese aircraft carriers. First-hand accounts by the men who were 
there, including two Japanese and two American servicemen who joined Ballard and his crew for the hunt, as well as 
paintings and archival photographs, detail the battle in all its horror, while capturing the honor of the men who fought 
on both sides. Military-history buffs will find this book--the first in decades specifically about the Battle of Midway--
especially valuable, though fans of Ballard's work as an oceanographer will be equally captivated. --Sunny 
DelaneyFrom Library JournalMidway--the name evokes images of insurmountable odds and heroic sacrifice on the 
part of the U.S. Navy in 1942, for it was this battle (and those of the Coral Sea and Guadalcanal) that stemmed the tide 
of Japanese aggression in the Pacific and began the march to victory that would end in Tokyo harbor in August 1945. 
In this rich visual and narrative account, Ballard deftly intersperses chapters on the Battle of Midway with a 
fascinating account of his search for the U.S.S. Yorktown, which was sunk by a Japanese destroyer on June 7, 1942. 
Period photographs from the battle are combined with those of the Yorktown as she rests today, and paintings by 
marine artist Ken Marschall add detail to complete the record. The lively narrative is punctuated with two Japanese 
and two American oral history accounts of the battle. As with his books on the Titanic, the Bismarck, and the ships of 
Guadalcanal, Ballard has once again produced a visual tour de force that will evoke memories in those remaining 
veterans of what the late Gordon W. Prange termed the "miracle at Midway" while firing the imaginations of a 
younger generation. Highly recommended.-Harold N. Boyer, Springfield Twp. Lib., Aston, PA Copyright 1999 Reed 
Business Information, Inc. 


