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The long war with Revolutionary France had a fundamental impact on British political culture. The most dramatic
example of thisisthe mass mobilisation of the British people in response to French invasion threats throughout the last
years of the century but, most spectacularly, in the period 1803-5, after the collapse of the Peace of Amiens, and the
massing of an invasion fleet by Napoleon. The preparations for the threatened invasion had many dimensions
including military and naval mobilization, the development of defensive earthworks and fortifications on the British
Coadt, the surveillance and monitoring of radicals identified with the French cause, the incitement of loyalist sentiment
through caricature, newspapers, tracts and broadsides, and loyalist songs, and the construction of Napoleon as the
prime enemy of British interests. Although aspects of these issues have been studied, this book is the first time that
they have been brought together systematically. By bringing together historians of Britain and France to examine the
dynamics of the military conflict between the two nations in this period, this book measures its impact on their
domestic political cultures, and its effect on their perceptions of each other. In so doing it will encourage scholars to
further examine aspects of popular mobilisation which have hitherto been largely ignored, such as the resurgence of
loyalism in 1803, and to see their contributions in the light of the dual contexts of domestic palitical conflict and their
war with each other. By allowing scholars to focus their attention on this period of heightened tension, the book
contributes both new detail to our understanding of the period and a better overall understanding of the complex place
which each nation came to occupy in the consciousness of the other.

"... an excellent collection of 12 academic essays ... every essay is eminently readable, enjoyable and informative, even
for those who have only a basic knowledge of thetime..." The Tribune'... this collection provides afantastic
introduction to the sheer scale of the topic.' Journal for Maritime Research ... thisis a useful addition to the literature
on British patriotism during the French Revolutionary and Napoleonic wars..." British Journal of Eighteenth-Century
Studies'An important book for anyone interested in Britain and the 'French Wars.' The Nymas 'Mark Philp isto be
commended for bringing together the work of so many fine scholarsin one volume.' Journal of British StudiesAbout
the AuthorMark Philp is based at the Department of Politics and International Relations, University of Oxford, UK.



