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Khiara M. Bridges : Reproducing Race: An Ethnography of Pregnancy as a Site of Racialization  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Reproducing Race: An 
Ethnography of Pregnancy as a Site of Racialization: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Read this book! It's an eye opener.By AgateAnnieWondering about 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0520268954


racism? Read this book. Written really well by an amazing, and extremely bright woman. Well researched and tells her 
story first hand.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great reading on a rainy day.By Deborah A. 
BridgesIt was as if the author was sitting with you telling her story...easy to read. I could relate to some of the 
situations and experiences, mostly having observed it while in waiting rooms. Thoroughly enjoyed it.5 of 5 people 
found the following review helpful. This book is wonderful! As a current BU medical studentBy Jamie WThis book is 
wonderful! As a current BU medical student, I am so appreciative of the way she confronts the "biologic" notions of 
race both taught currently in medical schools and also practiced on a daily basis. For example, she confronts the use of 
an "African American" drug (BiDil) for heart failure, which is routinely prescribed for heart failure in black patients 
only despite the lack of evidence that there is any racial advantage to this drug, and furthermore the way it perpetuates 
racist notions of a biological origin of race and thereby developing medicines along this skewed belief. She writes 
about a wide variety of issues of race and medicine, which Dr. Bridges describes as her desire to write a book that is as 
"complex as race is" in our world. She demonstrates the nuances of this often generalized discussion, and as a current 
medical student I can't thank her enough for providing this book as a valuable resource for both patients and providers. 
This should be mandatory reading in all health profession schools!

Reproducing Race, an ethnography of pregnancy and birth at a large New York City public hospital, explores the role 
of race in the medical setting. Khiara M. Bridges investigates how race—commonly seen as biological in the medical 
world—is socially constructed among women dependent on the public healthcare system for prenatal care and 
childbirth. Bridges argues that race carries powerful material consequences for these women even when it is not 
explicitly named, showing how they are marginalized by the practices and assumptions of the clinic staff. Deftly 
weaving ethnographic evidence into broader discussions of Medicaid and racial disparities in infant and maternal 
mortality, Bridges shines new light on the politics of healthcare for the poor, demonstrating how the “medicalization” 
of social problems reproduces racial stereotypes and governs the bodies of poor women of color.

“Powerful. . . . Bridges builds a thoughtful and important argument. . . . An enormously challenging and valuable 
book.” 


